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Surrender 
By Dorotha Strayer 


WANT Thy will; my own unyielding 
way 
Has brought but burning grief, and so, 
today, 
I gaze upon the charred and wasted past, 
And, at Thy piercéd feet, my all I cast; 
No righteousness that I may call my own, 
I plead Thy mercy, Lord, and that alone 
For all my need—from this day forth, I 


go 

Where Thou dost bid, no will of self to 
know, 

But seeing only Christ, the Crucified, 

My all in all—Redeemer, Friend, and 
Guide— 

I mark the path His patient footsteps 


To where it ends, before the throne of 
God; 
No less than this shall Thy great plan 
fulfill; 
Surrendered, Lord, I come—I want Thy 
will! 
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The Yoke Lined With Meekness 


If we have not peace of heart, the 
fault lies with us, but God has the rem- 
edy. He has promised it to those who 
trust and obey. Among valuable books 
on the Christian life (evidently out of 
print) are those by Dr. A. T. Schofield, 
the well-known Harley Street physician 
a 


of London. His works included “The Un- 
conscious Mind,” “The Knowledge of 
God,” “With Christ in Palestine,” “Modern 
Spiritism,” “Christian Sanity,” and “Be- 
hind the Brass Plate” (his memoirs), In 
“Christian Sanity” he wrote: “I see 
numbers of nervous invalids who have 
become so by chafing against adverse 
fate, uncongenia] ties, unkindness, and 
misunderstanding and neglect, want of 
love and sympathy; or perhaps it may 
have been active persecution, misrepre- 
sentation, and slander, loss of money or 
friends, want of occupation or of an ob- 
ject or ideal in life, or from monotonous 
work or drudgery. ‘And surely,’ you 
say, ‘this is enough to destroy the nerve 
force of any man or woman.’ Yes, it is, 
but not of any Christian, if he knows 
how to meet it aright. A careful consid- 
eration of Psalms 31:19, 20; 91:1; and 
Isaiah 40:28-31, and Philippians 4:6, 7, 
will reveal that the Christian has a prac- 
tical and available refuge from chafing 
and irritation, from wear and tear of 
the spirit and nerve exhaustion, that 
makes for health, if he only knows how 
to use it... . No small number, indeed, 
of my patients are afflicted mentally 
(like the poor bus horses physically) 
with ‘sore necks’ from trying to draw 
the heavy load of life-with collars that 


do not fit, being lined with self, and 
pride, and ambition. Christ in vain cries 
to some of us: “Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me; for I ant meek and 
lowly in heart.’ He Offers aus His own 
yoke or collar with which He drew the 
load of life, and it can never chafe the 
neck, because it is padded with meekness, 
and lowliness of heart. No small amount 
of nerve exhaustion comes from disap- 
pointed pride and unsatisfied ambition.” 
Dr. Schofield was not only a skillful 
diagnostician and physician for the ills 
of the body and mind, but he knew how 
to deal with the troubles of the spirit by 
presenting to men the all-sufficient grace 
of Christ. “The picture presented to us 
in Philippians 4,” he wrote, “is that of a 
heart actually garrisoned by God, in such 
a way that it cannot be reached save 
through Him; and in passing through 
His grace and love the sharpest venom 
loses its poison, and the most malignant 
dart falls harmless. It was thus our 
Lord was kept in perfect peace of spirit 
through all the wearing unbelief and 
misunderstanding of the little home in 
Nazareth, and against the vile slanders 
(see Matt. 11) of later years. And so 
we may be kept if we only will.” 





First edition, 1908; new edition, 1926, Mar- 
shall Bros., London. 
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Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur 


The Editor is glad 


to welcome back to the columns of the Tres 


Mrs. Olive Woodward Ogg, who wrote the “Farm Mother” Letters 


(1927-1929), and numerous editorials and book reviews. 
this review of an outstanding new \missionary biography, 


She has written 
“Amy Car- 


michael of Dohnavur,” by Bishop Frank Houghton, Consulting Director of 
the China Inland Mission. (Society for the Promoting of Christian Knowl- 


edge, Northumberland Ave., 


HE author’s subtitle, “The Story of 

a Lover and her Beloved,” is remi- 
niscent of the book of similar title 

by Ramon Lull, thirteenth century mys- 


tic, which she must have enjoyed. She 
sent me a copy of it in 1934. Back in 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And God remembered Noah 
-+. and the waters asswaged” 
(Gen. 8:1). 




















London, W. C. 2, England, 12/6 net.) 


those early days, about my busiest on 
Skylight Farm, I used to steal away 
awhile now and then to do a bit of scrib- 
bling for THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
subject to Dr. Trumbull’s wise, but al- 
ways gracious direction. I think~ the 
choicest commission he ever gave me 
was the task of, reviewing Amy Car- 
michael’s magn opus, “Gold Cord,” 
my introduction to the Dohnavur Fellow- 
ship. It was Mary Mills, “the Perfect 
Nurse,” who sent me a kindly acknowl- 
edgment. Through the more than twenty 
years since then, though more than half 
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a world lay between us and we have 
never met, I have come to think of. her 
as the Perfect Friend. She must have 
written many thousands of letters. My 
cherished packet is only a good handful, 
but always it brought a thrill to see 
that familiar script on an envelope. It 
was through her kindness that I received 
lately the eagerly awaited biography, 
“Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur,” by 
Bishop Frank Houghton of the China In- 
land Mission. 

Bishop Houghton tells in his intro- 
duction why he was commissioned to 
write the biography. Several of those 
with whom she had been most intimately 
associated in the growth of the Fellow- 
ship had either gone Home before her 
or had been obliged to leave Dohnavur. 
Such were the brothers, Godfrey and 
Dr. Murray Webb-Peploe; such also was 
the “little lover’. of “Ploughed Under,” 
Arulai Tara, gifted in so many ways 
that “for many years Amma was sure 
that God was preparing her to be the 
future leader on the Indian women’s side 
of the work.” It is good that though 
Bishop Houghton was not a D.F.! he 
still had the intimate fellowship with 
them to qualify him for undertaking the 
biography. One of the finest things he 
has done is to weave into it so much 
of quotation that it is almost as if Amma 
(her Indian name) herself was the 
author. One feature, however, which 
she most certainly would have omitted 
—to the great disappointment of those 
who loved her but have never seen her 
face—is the four pictures of Amma her- 
self, the first as the round-faced older 
sister, aged somewhere around five, with 
her mother, two brothers, and a little 
sister. There is also one of Amy in 1892, 
aged 24; then the lovely one at the age 
of 42, taken with Lola and Leela—this 
the one I feast my eyes upon whenever 
I pick up the book; and lastly the sweet 
one in Indian garb at the age of 57. 
Together they are to me like a refresh- 
ing drink to a thirsty pilgrim, after I 
have tried for years to get some satis- 
faction out of gazing at the picture fac- 
ing page 340 of “Gold Cord,” a picture 
of three women, their backs to the 
camera, as they stand by the lake at twi- 
light. I had been told that one of these 
is Amma. This picture of Amma at 42 
will satisfy me now till we meet in 
Glory, complete in His likeness because 
at last we have seen Him as He is. 

Bishop Houghton has divided his book 
into three sections: Part One, “Prepara- 
tion for a Life-work”; Part Two, “The 
Warfare of the Service”; Part Three, 
“The Keeping of the Charge,” the last 
Subject suggested by Amma’s own refer- 
ence to those Levitea, who had served 
out their appointed time, but still con- 
tinued to “minister with their brethren 
in the tabernacle of the congregation.” 
For Amma it is used to designate the 





1 Used in the book for members of, as well 
‘as the Fellowship itself. 
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twenty years following the accident of 
October 24, 1931, a ministry confined al- 
most entirely to service from her own 
room. 

It is a delight to read of her early 
childhood in Millisle, North Ireland, a 
town named from the Carmichael flour 
mills located there. It was a merry, 
often a mischievous childhood with only 
here and there a depressing incident, 
such as when at the age of three, having 
been assured that God answers prayer, 
she prayed at night that God would 
change her brown eyes to a lovely blue 
like her mother’s. She says, “Without 
a shadow of doubt that my eyes would 
be blue in the morning I had gone to 
sleep.” All eager expectation, she 
pushed a chair in front of a mirror and 
climbed up. Thus, at that tender age, 
she had begun to learn the hard lesson 
that with God “No” is sometimes as truly 
an answer as “Yes” would be. There 
are other incidents not so innocent, such 
as when, having been told that laburnum 
pods are poison, she said to her two 
brothers, “Let’s count how many we can 
eat before we die.” Soon they were most 
uncomfortable and began to wonder 
what would happen next. Fortunately 
it was “Gregory’s powder” administered 
by a stern but loving hand. They loathed 
“Gregory,” but were required to accept 
the cup with a meek, “Thank you, 
Mother.” 

Space forbids the telling of the tale 
of how she and five schoolmates saw the 
comet of 1882 in defiance of faculty or- 
ders. It is good to know that through 
all the years of facing and fighting the 
tragedy of India’s heathenism, in a dis- 
ciplined form this buoyant spirit was 
never quite suppressed. It sparkles forth 
in the songs she made for the children. 
It is reflected in the merry faces of the 
children themselves paddling in the edge 
of Red Lake in the first illustration of 
our book. When in the choice of her 
lifework she renounced the joy of wed- 
lock and children of her own, God molded 
her into a mother of hundreds. It glo- 
rified the drudgery when the temple 
babies had come and the “Sisters of the 
Common Life” were compelled to turn 
nursemaids. 

The author begins Part Two, “The 
Warfare of the Service,” with the com- 
ing of the first temple child, probably 
because the saving of the little ones dedi- 
cated. to the gods was the outstanding 
feature of Amy Carmichael’s ministry for 
so many years. But before this there 
had been a number of converts as she 
worked with the Walkers of Tinnevelly, 
among them Arulai. No series of the 
most glowing adventure tales can ex- 
ceed in human interest the life stories 
narrated of this period of Amma’s life. 
Such is the story of Muttammal, the 

rief but exquisite tale of little Lulla’s 
steers to the Glory Land. To this period 


“also belongs the thrilling tale of the 


fiercest battle of her life, the fight for 





the soul of the Red Tiger, “Raj,” and 
that of his outlaw comrade, Chotu. There 
is the wonderful expansion in the work 
which begarf' when “Mabel carried off 
a new little bundle to the nursery, to 
return five minutes later, racing, breath- 
less, ‘It’s a boy,’” and so the work for the 
boys began. 

The “Warfare of the Service” is one 
glorious narrative of God’s miracle work- 
ing; but perhaps the greatest miracle 
of all unfolds in the miracle of grace 
wrought through twenty year? of pain 
which followed the night of October 24, 
1931. Coolies had d a pit where no 
pit should have been. In the darkness 
Amma slipped and fell. For her the 
Warfare of the Service was ended. But 
during the twenty years that followed, 
years of suffering, often intense, but al- 
ways patiently borne, God rounded out 
the lovely work which He began when 
Amy Carmichael was born. During this 
period book after book was produced, 
others reproduced, to the eternal profit 
of you and of me and of our children 
if we but train them to appreciate godly 
literature. Amy Carmichael never pro- 
duced, never could tolerate, shoddy writ- 
ing. God Himself gave her the themes 
and she worked them out to the ‘praise 
of the glory of His grace. 


Notes on Open Letters 


Why Was Paul Silent 
on the Virgin Birth? 


I have enjoyed immensely reading 
the Rev. John E. McGraw’s article in 
the Christmas Number of the Times, 
“The Prophetic Sign Given By Isaiah,” 
which deals with the Virgin Birth, in 
which I believe with all my heart. 
There is only one thing about it that 
has always bothered me, and that is, 
so far as I remember the Apostle Paul 
never mentioned it in all his writings. 
I would like to have your comments, 
in your column, “Notes on Open 
Letters.” 

I have been a reader of the Trmes 
for almost thirty years, and I have en- 
joyed it. It has meant a lot to me spir- 
itually—A Virginia reader. 

No one today can fully explain why 
the Apostle Paul did not set forth clearly 
the doctrine of the virgin birth of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. But some things may 
be said with certainty. The fact that 
he did not expound it is not a reason 
to reject it, for it was prophesied by 
Isaiah and declared by Matthew (1:18, 
20) and Luke (1:35), who were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. Paul also was in- 
inspired by the Spirit in writing his 
Epistles, and it is therefore clear that he 
was not led by the Spirit to include an 
exposition of the virgin birth. 

Many believe that Paul intimated the 
virgin birth in Galatians 4:4, “But when 


(Continued on page 122) 
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The Inextinguishable Light 


How are the conservative, evangelical 


churches faring in China? 


are shut. But, judging from the 

chinks of light which escape 
through the cracks, lights are shining 
brightly within. It is now five years 
since Peking fell to the Communists and 
four since China was totally occupied 
by the Red armies. During this time 
the foreign missionary enterprise in 
China has been brought to an end. But 
what of the Chinese church? Is it a 
persecuted church? a compromising 
church? a dying church? or a witnessing 
church? 

Communist belief about religion is 
well known: “Religion is an excusable 
indulgence, a necessary sedative, in an 
imperfect society; but the need for it 
will disappear in the coming perfected 
world order. Therefore, do not perse- 
cute it, but allew it to die a lingering 
death!” Chinese Communists, true to 
their beliefs, at once appointed church 
“commissars” to handle the Christian 
church situation and to bring the church 
into line with government policy. Un- 
der the guise of the “Three Self Reform 
Movement,” these men set about purg- 
ing the Chinese church of all Western 
and “imperialist” influences. Mission- 
aries were forced to withdraw. All 
Christian literature was scrutinized and 
as much as forty per cent of it destroyed. 
Hymnbooks were revised and “reaction- 
ary” hymns cut out. Even the Bible is 
to be revamped. Certain evangelical 
doctrines must not be proclaimed. The 
ultimate objective is to unite all and 
every church group into one organic 
church under . government leadership. 


The Government Wants No Martyrs 
There has been littlé or no direct and 
systematic persecution of Christians on 
religious grounds. The Chinese Govern- 
ment was determined to have no mar- 
tyrs. The “accusation campaign,” which 
affected every congregation throughout 
the country, was aimed at eliminating 
all potential opponents and any out- 
spoken critics of Communism; but they 
obtained the condemnation of these “en- 
emies of the state” on political, not on 
religious grounds. The victims were 
made to appear as traitors or at best as 
undesirable members of society, but cer- 
Many 
have lost their lives. Many more-are 
in prison. And numbers are serving 
long sentences in labor camps. But 
toward the church, as a-whole, the gov- 
ernment is pursuing a liberal policy, 
and in proof of such an attitude it points 
to the erection of new church buildings 
and the reopening of many churches 
which were obliged to close during the 
period of land reform. All the churches 


Cire 2 night is dark. The doors 





Mr. Lyall has been a member of the 
China Inland Mission for nearly 
twenty-five years, first going out to 
China in 1929. He spent most of 
his time on the mission field in North 
China, and is today the Men Candi- 
dates Secretary for Great Britain. 
Though his article appeared in the 
Life of Faith last November, it was 
sent also to the Times as a manuscript, 
and now brings to Sunday School 
Times readers up-to-date and inter- 
esting news of the continuing witness 
of true believers in China. 








in East China are now reported to hate 
reopened, 

The real threat to the Church in China 
has been something far more subtle than 
open persecution. It lies in the realm 
of the mind and the spirit and has to 
do largely with the nature and the 
strength of Christian convictions. The 
re-education of the thinking of 475,000,000 
people on materialist lines has inevitably 
affected the churches and the Christians, 
too. Many old ideas have been dis- 
credited. There has been a strong ap- 
peal to nationalistic sentiment and to 
that love of country which is so strong 
in every Chinese. The daily, persistent, 
political propaganda has swept many 
from their moorings. On the whole, it 
was the followers of a liberal theology 
who were predisposed to see in Commu- 
nism, less the atheistic and materialistic 
philosophy which lies at its very heart, 
tham the attractive social and political 
reforms and the material progress which 
conceal ‘its real character. Some even 
go so far as to hail Communism in China 
as the coming of the Kingdom of God! 
Generally speaking, it is only those 
whose faith is firmly grounded in the 
Bible as the Word of God who have dis- 
cernment to welcome many desirable 
reforms, while rejecting an anti-Chris- 
tian ideology. There are naturally ex- 
ceptions to both generalizations. But in 
assessing reports which reach the out- 
side world about conditions in China, 
one has to ask whether they come from 
missionaries of the libera] school about 
the liberal and left wing elements of the 
church enjoying government patronage, 
or whether they concern the conserva- 
tive, evangelical elements, which in China 
are sneeringly dubbed by pro-govern- 
ment liberal Christian leaders “the spir- 
itual faction,” the word “spiritual” being 
used in a derogatory sense. The theolog- 
ical and ideological background of ob- 
servers, writers, and lecturers accounts 
for the very diverse and conflicting ac- 
counts of the situation in China as it is 
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being described to the Christian public 
today. This article confines itself to 
up-to-date reports of how the consenva- 
tive, evangelical churches and move- 
ments are faring beneath the official 
frown. ‘ 

In Shanghai and Peking, it is a fact 
that from the first the attendance at 
Sunday church services in places where 
the Gospel is faithfully preached and 
the Word of God reverently expounded 
has not only been maintained but has 
increased. The churches of well-known 
evangelical preachers in each of these 
cities and of many smaller churches of 
the same type continue to be crowded to 
the doors. Land reform did not affect city 
churches. Repeated evangelistic cam- 
paigns in Shanghai have resulted in 
many conversions and consequent addi- 
tions to the churches. 

In the southwest only a few churches 
in the larger cities of the province re- 
mained open, except among the tribes 
Christians, where there was little falling 
off. But the witness of a faithful Chris- 
tian in the district around Kunming re- 
sulted in over three hundred baptisms 
and many more applications for baptism 
during the first half of 1953. : 


Encouragement in the Northwest 


In the three provinces of the north- 
west, the picture is quite encouraging. 
In the one adjoining Mongolia, the 
churches, greatly aided by graduates of 
the former China Bible Seminary in 
Shanghai, among others, appear to be do- 
ing better than before the missionaries 
left. In the next province the churches 
are rallying after the initia] bewilder- 
ment, and in some cases the divisions 
which have hitherto marred their testi- 
mony are being forgotten. in the prov- 
ince bordering on Tibet regular services 
are being continued in the four main 
cities. Tibetan visitors to India report 
twenty conversions in the monastery 
town of Labrang. Everywhere the pas- 
tors are having to support themselves 
and their families in a variety of ways. 

The large and powerful “Little Flock” 
movement has repeatedly come under 
fire, and the whereabouts of its leader, 
Watchman Nee, is also uncertain. But 
these churches on the whole remain 
strong and tend to attract to them the 
smaller independent churches. : 

Prayer meetings and cottage meetings 
are a prominent feature of all the evan- 
gelical churches, and by dividing into 
smaller groups, the number of them has 
increased. Christians are freely carry- 
ing their Bibles and reading them dili- 
gently. The Bible Society has enough 
Scriptures for three years. The one 
Christian bookroom that stocks ex- 
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clusively sound evangelical literature 
and tracts sells mere than all the other 
bookstores put together! 

In December, 1952, about two hundred 
Christian students in Peking, the Chi- 
nese capital, held a prayer meeting, 
which lasted for seventeen hours, in a 
room where the temperature was little 
above freezing. During the Chinese 
New Year vacation early in 1953, these 
same students held two Bible study con- 
ferences, each lasting a week, with a 
total attendance of about three hundred. 
In addition to students from local uni- 
versities and high schools, there were 
visitors from further afield. News from 
Peking as recent as August, 1953, reports 
another well attended summer confer- 
ence and a weekly meeting for Christian 
fellowship regularly attended by about 
three hundred students. 

At Chinese New Year in Shanghai 
there was a three-day conference at- 
tended by seven hundred university 
students, the features of which were 
also prayer and Bible study. A group 
of thirty or forty students in one of these 
Shanghai colleges is accustomed to meet 
daily at 5 p.m., summer and winter, in 
the open, because no room is available 
to them, to read the Scriptures, sing, and 
pray. Evidently, where the Gospel has 
been faithfully preached and young peo- 
ple have experienced its power, there is 
no lessening of the belief in prayer and 
of love for God’s Word. _ 

Many will wonder what has been the 
fate of the former evangelical Bible 
schools and seminaries. Some of them 
have closed, though in one case at least, 
in Lanchow, the authorities are anxious 
that the still empty buildings should 
be occupied by a Bible school! Others 
in East China have joined in with the 
government sponsored “Ginling Union 
Theological Seminary” in Nanking, 
where those favoring a conservative the- 
ology have been permitted to maintain 
their own identity. A good, earnest 
spirit is reported, and the Bible is being 
upheld. There have been seventy grad- 
uates from this seminary this year. The 
Bible school in Shanghai, of which the 
veteran Dr. Chia Yu-ming is principal, 
remained outside the union, but is per- 
mitted to continue. There, too, there 
were about twenty graduates last sum- 
mer, and the blessing of the Lord is 
evidently on the work. Another Bible 
school in Peking associated with Dr. 
Chia had to enlarge its accommodations 
to meet the need. The Chungking The- 
ological Seminary, in the absence of its 
former principal, the Rev. Marcus Cheng, 
is also still trainmg young men and 
women for the ministry. There are 
clearly many today who look forward 
to the Christian ministry and who can 
still train for this work in an .atmos- 
phere of prayer and reverence for the 
Scriptures, 

Since 1945, a prominent feature of the 
evangelical Christian movement in China 
has been the emergence of several Chi- 
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nese missionary societies, conceived in 
Chinese minds, organized and led by 
Chinese men and women, and supported 
by the gifts of Chinese Christians. They 
worked in Turkestan, on the Tibetan 
frontier, and in the northwest and south- 
west of China. As far as can be gath- 
ered, all these mission bands are still 
at work, in spite of the imprisonment of 
some of their members. Now, with the 
necessity to support themselves, they are 
working with pick and shovel or as 
barbers and dentists and in other ways! 
Many 1953 Christian graduate doctors in 
Shanghai have requested the government 
to send them to these remote parts of 
China where they can serve the Lord, 
too. while serving their country. 
Chinese Christian scholars are also 
hard at work. A Chinese “Strong’s Con- 
cordance” is expected to be published 
shortly. A well-known industrialist is 
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still able to support his own team of 
scholars at work on a Hebrew concord- 
ance in Chinese. The Religious Tract 
Society in Shanghai has just published 
a book of sermon outlines by the late 
Mr. F. C. H. Dreyer of the China In- 
land Mission, and these are in great de- 
mand. Other recent books published in 
Shanghai are “The Certainty of Christ” 
and “Life in Christ.” Copies of the 
newly translated Mongolian New Testa- 
ment are now reaching Peking and des- 
tinations in Mongolia. 

The Chinese have always been past 
masters at ingenious improvisation, and 
there are evidences that under rapidly 
changing conditions the Christians are 
discovering new ways of witnessing for 
Christ. The night may be dark, but “the 
light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness has not put it out” (John 1:5, 
Phillips Trans.). 


Vill. The Christ-Centered Life 


Four steps in beginning it 


N THIS series of articles we have been 

thinking together on the subject of 
the Christ-centered life. We have al- 
ready considered a number of its phases 
and of its results. In this closing article 
Iam going to discuss with you the be- 
ginning of the Christ-centered life. 


Many people are vefy vague in their 
thinking when it comes to spiritual mat- 
ters, and we need to be definite and 
clear in regard to those subjects in order 
that we may know where we stand and 
on what grounds we make our decisions, 
and therefore may look forward with 
confidence to the working of God’s Holy 
Spirit in our lives. There are four defi- 
nite steps in the living of the Christ- 
centered life that need to be kept in 
mind: 

1. The Acknowledgment of Our Need. 
—Self-examination is often very unpleas- 
ant, but at the same time is very neces- 
sary! First you should ask yourself as 
to the present status of your life. Is it 
Christ-centered in any degree along the 
lines‘about which we have been thinking 
in this series of articles? Is He in real- 
ity the very center of my life and of its 
interests, and is His glory the underlying 
motive and purpose of all my decisions 
and actions? When asking people about 
their spiritual condition I often receive 
the answer, “I think so,” or, “I hope so.” 
That is always inadequate. To think or 
to hope is always a sign of uncertainty 
and never leads to a new step forward 
in faith. Be ready to face the realities 
of your life frankly and to confess its 
true condition, whatever it may cost you 
in self-respect, or in what you may have 
to admit is disillusionment. Is your life 
really measuring up to God’s standards, 
and is He using it as a means of glory 
to Himself and as a means of blessing 
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to others? In your heart, do you pos- 
sess the peace and the joy that He has 
promiséd and that is your right as a true 
child of His? If not, admit the fact 
and then let us go on from there. 


2. A Full Surrender to Him.—The sec- 
ond step is that of making a full and 
complete surrender to the Lord of all 
that you have and al] that you are. Ask 
yourself, “Am I willing to go all the way 
with the Lord and allow Him to have 
His perfect way in my life, whatever 
it may cost me?” It will mean the 
breaking down of the last vestige of my 
own self-will and the complete giving 
up to Him of my ambitions and desire 
for self-glory or self-advancement. It 
will also mean a letting go of anything 
and everything in my life that I realize 
is not in accordance with His will for 
me. So often we hang on to habits or 
pleasures that we tell ourSelves are 
“little sins,” or “pet indulgences,” with- 
out realizing that it is just these things 
that are preventing the Holy Spirit from 
having His way in us and that are hin- 
dering Him from giving us the power 
and the joy and the victory we long for 
and which are absolutely necessary if 
our lives are to measure up to what He 
has purposed and has made possible. A 
flower bed that is neglected soon begins 
to sprout weeds. If allowed to have 
their way, they will soon crowd out the 
blooms and occupy the entire space. In 
the same way, carelessness and lack of 
discipline in our own. spiritual lives 
will inevitably result in selfishness, 
worldliness, and various other things that 
are displeasing to God. These take root 
and, ere we realize it, they have choked 
our spiritual life and power, and we are 
weak and defeated. Just as weeding is 
absolutely essential in a flower garden, 
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so also it is necessary in order to pre- 
serve the growth and development of 
our spiritual lives, if they are to be- 
come strong and vigorous and beautiful 
with the beauty of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, 

3. Taking Hold of Christ’s Promises in 
Faith—After a frank self-examination 
and a full surrender to the Lord, the 
next step is that of laying hold in faith 
on the promises of the Lord. He has 
made many of them. They cover every 
phase of our lives and are sufficient to 
deal with any need and any emergency 
that can arise. It is so easy for us to 
know them and to be familiar with them, 
but to regard them only as beautiful 
ideals, like inspiring pictures on the 
walls. We enjoy looking at them, but 
never experience them as realities, and 
we never expect them to be fulfilled 
daily in our lives as the need arises. I 
often think, in this connection, of Peter 
walking on the water. You will remem- 
ber how he and the disciples were in 
a little boat on the Sea of Galilee and 
were in the midst of a storm. Suddenly 
Jesus Christ appeared to them, walking 
on the water, and their fears and anxiety 
were doubled as they thought He was 
a ghost. Then as He spoke to them, say- 
ing, “Fear not, it is I, be not afraid,” 
Peter in his impetuosity, replied, “Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me to come to thee on 
the water.” The Lord did so, and imme- 
diately Peter’s faith was suddenly put 
to the test. Dare he leave the boat and 
trust himself to the rough seas all around 
him, and walk toward his Lord? It was 
indeed a beautiful ideal and a challenge 
to his faith, but, had he failed to step 
out on the Lord’s promises and in obe- 
dience to His command, he would have 
failed to go through what was undoubt- 


.edly one of the greatest experiences 


of his life and a tremendous demonstra- 
tion to him and to the rest of the Twelve 
of the omnipotent power of God. This 
power was later on to be placed at their 
disposal, and Paul speaks of it as “the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us- 
ward who believe.” Every great spir- 
itual experience is preceded by a crisis. 
By a crisis I mean a definite circum- 
stance or event that. results in a clear- 
cut decision or act of the will. There 
must be a definite decision on your part 
to forget the past and its failures and to 
step out in faith, believing that God 
means what He says and means it for 
you. 

4. The Daily Walk.—The last step in 
this matter of living the Christ-centered 
life is a daily walking in faith, looking 
to Him. To go back to Peter walking 
upon the water, you will remember that 
as long as he kept his eyes on the Lord 
and was walking toward Him, évery- 
thing went well. Hevdid the impossible; 
he did what no other man had done 
before or has done since—he walked 
upon the water. However, when he be- 
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gan to look around and saw the waves 
and listened to the wind, his eyes were 
taken off the Lord, doubts filled his 
heart, and he began to sink. He failed 
because his life was no longer Christ- 
centered. When he turned his face back 
to the Lord, however, and cried, “Save 
me,” immediately the Lord stretched 
forth His hand and took hold of Peter, 
and the two walked back to the boat 
together. If you are ready to begin 
each day with your eyes and heart cen- 
tered upon Him, and in dependence upon 
Him and obedience to His will, then you, 
too, with confidence may claim His pres- 
ence and His power, and you will find 
yourself daily walking with Him. His 
presence will have amazing results in 
you and in your living. Problems that 
once seemed insoluble will be straight- 
ened out; circumstances over which you 
had no control will be taken care of; 
strength that you never experienced be- 
fore will be yours, and your life will 
take on new beauties and new joys such 
as you thought were reserved only for 
special people for whom God’s favor 
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was specially reserved. An acknowl- 
edgment of your need; a complete sur- 
render of yourself to Him; a definite lay- 
ing hold on His promises in faith, and a 
daily stepping-out in dependence upon 
Him—these are the secret of a Christ- 
centered life that may become your daily 
experience if only you are willing to 
allow the Lord to have full sway in your 
life, and if you will accept the control 
and direction of the Holy Spirit in alk 
things. 

Our Lord and Master, we praise 
Thee again for the reality of Thy 
presence within our hearts, but we 
confess that too often we are un- 
mindful of it because of-our willful- 
ness and our preoccupation with our 
own selfish desires. Forgive us, we 
pray Thee, and by Thy Holy Spirit 
make.so real to us the necessity and 
the provision for a Christ-centered 
life that we may press on to a vic- 
torious experience of it, day by day. 
We ask it to Thy glory and in Thy 
name. Amen, 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 


ll. When God Shook America 


The concluding part of the story of the Fulton Street Prayer Meeting 


HILE there had been earlier re- 

vivals in America, the one of 1857- 
1858 was the first to attract the attention 
of the public press. Telegraphic reports 
were received from various places and 
printed in the daily papers of New York 
and other cities. Mr. Lanphier capital- 
ized on this feature by himself supplying 
the press with items of interest. When 


the revival was at its height, extra edi-* 


tions of the New York Tribune, the New 
York Herald, and other papers were 
hawked on the streets 

Dwight L. Moody, enjoying the fruits 
of the revival, became deeply interested 
in the distribution of religious literature. 
Once when he was traveling on a train, 
a newsboy came down the aisle shouting, 
“Ingersoll on Hell.” Moody stopped him, 
and, handing him a copy of his book 
on Heaven, requested him to sell that 
also. So the boy went through the train 
shouting, “Ingersoll on Hell; Moody on 
Heaven.” For years thereafter Moody’s 
books were sold on railway trains and 
at station newsstands. The fact that they 
were soon outselling Ingersoll indicated 
that the majority of people were more 
interested in Heaven than hell! 


The revival penetrated prison walls. 
It was the conversion of Valentine 
Burke, a burglar in the St. Louis city 
jail, that gave the initial impulse to Mr. 
Moody’s great work, particularly the 
newspaper publicity phase. Through 
reading a report of Moody’s sermon on 
the conversion of the Philippian jailer, 
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Burke found Christ. Released from 
prison and fully tested, he was employed 
as a deputy sheriff. When Mr. Moody 
was passing through St. Louis, curiosity 
led him to visit the man who had been 
saved through reading his sermon. “Mr. 
Moody,” said Burke, “I want you to see 
what the grace of God can do.” Opening 
a safe to which he alone knew the com- 
bination he brought out a tray of dia- 
monds valued at $60,000. Tears came 
into his eyes as he said, “Out of all his 
force the sheriff picked me, an ex-thief, 
to guard them.” When Burke died after 
fifteen years’ service as deputy sheriff, 
St. Louis turned out en masse to pay 
its respects to the ex-burglar who him- 
self became one of God's precious jewels. 

New York’s Collegiate churches of to- 
day are noted for their beautiful build- 
ings and erudite ministry, but still num- 
bered among them, like a study in 
chiaroscuro, is the simple North Church 
Chapel of the Fulton Street Prayer Meet- 
ing which the Consistory has generously 
maintained all these years. 


Throughout its long history the Fulton 
Street meeting has known but three 
locations: the original site of North 
Church at 113 Fulton Street until 1939; 
next door at 115 Fulton Street until 1953; 
and now just around the corner at 93 
Nassau Street, the two moves being 
forced by the erection of skyscrapers. 
And there have been but five superin- 
tendents: Jeremiah C. Lanphier, Charles 
F. Cutter, F. H. Jacobs, George H. Dow- 
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kontt, and the present Jaffray Peterson. 


Dr. Dowkontt was so long identified 
with the Fulton Street Meeting that to 
our generation he was the personifica- 
tion of it. Indeed, he considered himself 
to be especially anointed of God for this 
service, 

He lived to the ripe age of eighty- 
three, the last forty years of which he 
served as superintendent of the Fulton 
Street Meeting, and thirty-three of them 
also as minister.of the South Brooklyn 
Baptist Church. Born in England, he 
was brought to this country when ten 
years old. He prepared for a medical 
career at Princeton University, and the 
New York Homeopathic College at 
Flower Hospital. 
of medical service in Angola, West Af- 
rica, he returned to the United States 
and was ordained to the Baptist ministry. 

Dr. Dowkontt sprang from a godly 
stock. At great sacrifice his father had 
devoted himself to medical missionary 
work in Brooklyn. On the night before 
Christmas, 1882, his faith was sorely 
tried. Funds were at the vanishing point. 
Only seven cents remained, just enough 
for carfare and to take him across the 
Williamsburg Ferry to New York, where 
he went to conduct Sunday. school. He 
skipped supper and preached in the eve- 
ning. The members were poor, and left 
only two pennies in the offering-box— 
sufficient only for the ferry. Then there 
was a three-mile walk in the bitter cold 
to his home! 

Through the window he could see five 
stockings hung on the mantel, one by 
each of his children—all empty. As he 
entered the room he broke into tears, 
crying to his wife: “What will we do 
about the children? They will be up 
at daybreak and there will be only 
empty stockings.” “Let us get down and 
pray,” Mother Dowkontt replied. ~ Pray 
they did, though it was almost midnight. 
Hardly had they lifted their voices when 
the door bell rang, so loudly that the 
children were wakened upstairs. George 
was first out of bed. “Come on, fel- 
lows,” he called, “this time we'll catch 
Santa Claus! He has just rung the bell.” 

All rushed to the door. No one was 
in sight, but on the floor of the porch 
was a silver “D”’—quite evidently for 
Dowkontt—formed of the silver coinage 
of that year, bright and shining as if 
lowered from Heaven. Fourteen years 
later a Scottish friend in his quaint way 
asked, “Doctor, did you ever discover 
who put the money on your porch that 
Christmas?” “No,” George’s father re- 
plied, “but I should like to.” “I did it,” 
said the Scotsman. “Since I am going 
back to spend my last days in the old 
country, I thought I would tell you. 
That night I went to bed, but could not 
sleep. I had a feeling that your family 
was in trouble. Over the protests of 
my three daughters I slipped out on what 
they called ‘a fool’s errand.’ Wasn’t it 


But after three years - 
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wonderful? TI arrived at just the right 
moment!” 

Miraculous answers to prayer, while 
not so plentiful as in the early days, also 
characterized Dr. Dowkontt’s ministry. 
One man, an official of a prominent Wall 
Street firm, severely afflicted, lived for 
twelve years after he was prayed for. 
Suffering from severe head pains, it was 
found that he had a tumor at, such a 
vital spot that if it increased in size 
only one-sixteenth of an inch, instant 
blindness and subsequent death would 
result: At the Fulton Street Meeting 
earnest prayer was made for him, and 
to the astonishment of the doctors, the 
growth was arrested. One day, shortly 
following the dire verdict, he had an 
awful shock. While taking a bath, and 
with his face fully lathered, suddenly 
everything went black. “The doctors 
were right,” he said. “How rapidly the 
affliction struck!” For a full ten min- 
utes he remained in the tub seeking to 
compose himself. Then reaching for: a 
bathrobe, he clumsily felt his way out. 
As he opened the door, a streak of light 
appeared. There was his wife in the 
hallway, holding a candle. ‘Then the 
truth burst upon him; a fuse had blown 
in the cellar! 

On another occasion a letter was re- 
ceived from Miss Edith Kirschner, a 
native Avorker in North India, stating 
that she was unable to purchase many 
necessities because of exorbitant war 
prices. A special offering of $75 was 
taken at the service and cabled to her. 
One of the men present asked to borrow 
the letter to read at the young people’s 
society of his church. Dr. Dowkontt 
failed to get his name, and the letter 
did not return. Six months later the 
man turned up and apologized for his 
negligence, saying that he had mislaid 
the letter and had only come across 
it the day before. “But perhaps God 
had a hand in my forgetfulness,” he said. 
“For immediately I took it to one of my 
neighboring pastors, saying, ‘I do not 
know ‘why I have come to you this morn- 
ing, but I felt led of the Lord to do so. 
Would you mind reading this letter?’ 
After reading it the pastor exclaimed: 
‘This is an answer to prayer! Last Fri- 
day night in our prayer meeting one 
of our deacons poured out his soul in 
supplication for a missionary in North 
India. When I inquired about it, she said 
that he was unacquainted With any mis- 
sionary out there.’ Then pointing to the 
letter, he asked, ‘Do you know anything 
about this woman? Is she worthy?’ I 
recalled that Bishop Warne of the Meth- 
odist Foreign Missionary Society had 
been mentioned in connection with it, 
and at my suggestion the pastor called 
at the bishop’s home, There he found that 
good man busily packing. ‘Miss Kirsch- 
ner is one of our workers and is render- 
ing splendid service up in the mountain 
country,’ the bishop said. ‘You have 
come at an opportune time, for I am 
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leaving this very evening for India. If 
you wish, I shall be glad personally to 
convey your offering to her!’” 

To the Fulton Street meetings came a 
well-known laywer. Though a leader in 
his profession, he knew little of the Word 
of God. After hearing an interpretation 
of the Parable of the Unjust Steward, he 
safd to Dr. Dowkontt, “I am going to 


(Continued on page 123) 








The 1954 Christian Fellowship 
Tour to Alaska 


GAIN this year there will be an op- 

portunity for Sunpay ScHoot TIrmMeEs 
readers to enjoy the unforgettable tour 
through our western states and up the 
Inside Passage into Alaska. It begins in 
Chicago on Friday morning, July 2, and 
ends in the same city on Wednesday 
morning, July 28. This journey of ap- 
proximately four weeks has many _ un- 
usual advantages—travel in company 
with congenial, Christian companions; 
comfortable accommodations on Pullman 
cars in the States: a nine-day cruise on 
smooth water in the luxurious, modern, 
steel flagship of Union Steamships, Ltd., 
the S.S. Chilcotin; and a succession of 
panoramas on land and water which are 
almost indescribable in their magnitude 
and beauty. 

As one of the travelers in the 1936 
party gazed at the snow-capped peaks 
along the coast of British Columbia, he 
said whimsically, “Well, I ran out of 
adjectives in the Yellowstone Park, so I 
don’t know what to say now!” 

Though Yellowstone is not included 
in this year’s tour, the travelers will 
see some of the famous natural won- 
ders of our country, such as Zion and 
Grand Canyon National Parks, at the 
northern. end of the Grand Canyon, as 
well as Bryce Canyon; Great Salt Lake, 
and the Columbia River, with several of 
its mighty falls; Mt. Rainier, and the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Since the Inland Passage, along the 
western coast of Canada, is protected by 
Vancouver Island and others, the salt 
water is as smooth as a lake. The pas- 
sengers sleep and have meals on the 
Chilcotin, and the steamer makes fre- 
quent stops at the coastal towns, allow- 
ing time for visiting the quaint and 


interesting shops, museums, and paper ' 


mills and salmon canneries. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour is effi- 
ciently arranged by the Northern Pacific 
Railway in conjunction with THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times. Dr. Howard, Presi- 
dent and Editor of the Times, will ac- 
company the tour this year. In a few 
weeks an illustrated folder will be ready 
for distribution. Further announcements 
will also appear frequently in the TIrMEs. 
It is well to make reservations early. 
Inquiries may be addressed to Philip E. 
Howard, Jr.,“The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 21. 


THE MAN BORN BLIND 


John 9; printed text, verses 24-38 
Golden Text.—One thing | know, that, whereas | was blind, now | see.—John 9:25 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 9:24 Then again called they the man that was blind, 
and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this 
man is a sinner. 

25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, 
I know not: -one thing I knoW, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see. 

_ 26 Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how 
opened he thine eyes? 

27 He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did 
not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also 
be his disciples? 

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; 
but we are Moses’ disciples. 

29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, 
we know not from whence he is. 

30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is 
a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, 


31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if 
any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him 
he heareth, 

32 Since the world began was it not heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was born blind, 

33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether 
born in sins, and dost thou teach us?. And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when 
he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on 
the Son of God? 

36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might 
believe on him? 

37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and 
it is he that talketh with thee. 

38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
E HAVE already noted our 
Lord’s use of the name I AM 
(Lesson for Feb. 7). Here it 
may be well to list the seven main 
usages: 
1. “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35) 
2. “I am the light of the world” (8:12; 
9:5) 
3. “I am the door” (10:7) 
4. “I'am the good shepherd” (10:11, 14) 
5. “I am the resurrection, and the life” 
(11:25) 
6. “I'am thé way, the truth, and the life” 
(14:6) 
7. “I am the true vine” (15:1) 

Such claims require substantiation, 
and many of these were receiving sub- 
stantiation even in the days of our Lord’s 
humitiation, while more and more evi- 
dence of their validity is piled up with 
the passing of the yéars. 

The miraculous feeding of the multi- 
tudes was a partial demonstration of 
the Lord Jesus’ claim to be the Bread 
of Life, but those down the centuries 
who have “tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious” are witnesses to the truth of His 
claim. So we could examine all of them, 
and attest their truth. 

In the case of the second (“I am the 
light of the world”), the claim was first 
made (8:12) apart from any apparent 
incident calling it forth. It was imme- 
diately challenged by the Pharisees on 
the ground that it was self-witness. But 
it was soon challenged in a more prac- 
tical way—the presence of a man who 


had never seen the light of day. In 


face of this challenge our Lord repeated 
His claim (9:5) and proceeded to prove 
that it was no idle boast. The healing 
of the man born blind was a demonstra- 
tion in the physical sphere, where all 
could ebserve, of what is equally true in 
the spiritual sphere. “That was the true 
Light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world” (John 1:9). 


Verse by Verse 

John 9:24.—“Give God the praise: we 
know that this man is a sinner.” The 
ground of their charge that Jesus was 
a sinner was His having wrought this 
deed, as other deeds of mercy on the 
Sabbath Day (vs, 14, 16). The inference 
from the?r statement is that God was 
using a wicked agent to accomplish .His 
works of mercy. 

Verse 25.—“. . . one thing I know, that, 
whereas:I was blind, now I see.” The 
man thus exhorted falls back upon an 
undeniable experience. He has no inter- 
est in questioning the character of his 
benefactor. 

Verse 26.—“What did he to thee... ?” 
A repetition of their former questions 
(v. 15) shows that they were not too 
sure of their position, despite their dog- 
matism. 

Verse 27.—“I have told you already 

. will ye also be his disciples?” The 
inquisition was becoming a bit boring. 
I cannot help feeling that there is some 
sarcasm in the last question of the verse. 

Verse 28.—“Thou art his disciple; but 
we are Moses’ disciples.” Reviling is 
the questionable resort of those who are 
beaten but will not admit it. Christ 
could have answered their claim to be 
Moses’ disciples. Compare 8:39. 





Verse 29.—“God spake unto Moses... 
this fellow, we know not from whence 
he is.” The first statement was correct. 
It was the business of these guardians 
of the revelation to find out whence this 
new rabbi came, but their prejudice and 
unbelief hindered them, 


Verse 30.—“. . . ye know not from 
whence he is, and yet he hath -opened 
mine eyes.” To the healed man the logic 
of the case was simple. The conclusion 
from such a miracle was not far to seek. 


Verse 31.—“. . . if any man... doeth 
his will, him he heareth.” This is not 
a question of whether God ever answers 
a sinner’s prayer, but whether a sinner, 
a blasphemer, a rebel against God’s Law, 
has constant power with God so as to 
draw on the power of God even for such 
miracles as this! 


Verse 32,—“Since the world began was 
it not heard that any man opened the 
eyes of One that was born blind.” Here 
he insists on the magnitude and unique- 
ness of the miracle wrought. It was not 
the work of man, but of God. 


Verse 33.—“If this man were not of 
God, he could do nothing.” Compare 
15:5. This verse sums up the philosophy 
of the man, and is his answer to the 
Pharisees’ professed ignorarice in verse 
29. “The man who wrought this miracle 
is from God,” affirms this fearless wit- 
ness in effect. 

Verse 34.—‘Thou wast altogether born 
in sins ... And they cast him out.” ,;The 
Pharisees apuld not endure being taught 
sound theology by a poor layman! If he 
was born in sins, how were they born? 
Of course they were laying his blind- 
ness to the sins of his parents. Compare 











108 (8) 


verses 2, 3. Excommuunication (v. -22) 
was the price of his boldness. 


Verse 35.—“Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?” It was a blessed excom- 
munication that cast him into the arms 
of Jesus! Soulsight in addition to eye- 
sight awaited him. 


Verse 36—“Who is he, Lord, that I 
might believe on him?” The question 
of a hungry, seeking soul, longing for 
a resting place for his faith. 


Verse 37.—“Thou hast both seen him, 
and it is he that talketh with thee.” 
Jesus’ first statement is a reminder of 
the new and wonderful blessing, while 
the second is a direct claim on Jesus’ 
part. This man (as the philosophers 
would say) had the empirical evidence 
—the evidence of the senses. 


Verse 38.—“Lord, I believe. And he 
worshipped him.” In verse 36, “Lord” 
may have been used in the sense of 
“sir,” but not here. It is here the divine 
title, and the worship is that offered 
to deity. 


The Heart of the Lesson © 

No case is beyond the practice of the 
Great Physician. Some cases of blind- 
ness from birth yield to the skills of 
modern science, but nineteen hundred 
years ago one born blind was doomed 
to a life of hopeless darkness. That is, 
except such fortunate ones as came in 
touch with Him who said, “As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world” (v. 5). Our Lord’s method on 
this occasion (vs. 6, 7) was unusual, and 
I am persuaded that the purpose of it 
was to give both help and expression 
to the blind man’s faith. There is al- 
ways wisdom in our Lord’s methods, and 
we dare not bring them into question. 

Since the subject of this miracle was 
well known as a beggar, the incident 
immediately attracted public attention, 
resulting in interested and curious in- 
quiries. So amazed were the common 
people, that they decided it should be 
brought to the attention of their leaders 
(v. 13), whose prejudices made them do 
everything in their power to discount 
the miracle. Their questioning of the 
man and of his parents in turn brought 
them no comfort (vs. 15-23), and the 
inquiry resolved itself into an attempt 
to bully the man out of his testimony, 
in face of which he stood firm. Indeed, 
the more they bullied, the more bold 
he waxed, till he finally preached to 
those Pharisees a sermon full of spir- 
itual insight and downright logic. Beaten 
thoroughly by. the facts of the case and 
by the steadfastness of the witness, they 
resorted first to reviling (v. 28) and 
finally to an act of excommunication 
(vs, 22, 34). 

But the excommunication of men only 
drove him into the embrace of the Sav- 
iour, till the spiritual light which had 
been dawning came to its full glory as 
he bowed before the Son of God in an 
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Last Week's Lesson 


7. February 14.—‘Can 
Christ?” ; oa 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. February 28.—The Good Shepherd. 
John 10 


This Be the 
....+.. John 7 and 8 








act of ardent worship, and the glad 
confessjon, “Lord, I believe” (v. 38). 
The sting of human rejection was com- 
pletely removed in the joy of that 
blessed reception. So the story of that 
wonderful day was: physical sight, the 
breaking of spiritual sight, and the burst 
of full vision at the feet of Jesus. He 
had met the Light of the World, and 
could say, “The darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth” (1 John 2:8). 


' Outline of the Lesson 


1. Enlightenment, by strange means 
(John 9:1-7) 

2. Enquiry, in four stages (vs. 8-12, 13-17, 
18-23, 24-33) 

3. Excommunication, 


sults (vs. 34-38) 


Topics for Development 

The Light Dawns. It is instructive to 
see how this man progressed in his 
knowledge of Christ. His first descrip- 
tion of Him is, “the man that is called 
Jesus” (v. 11, A.S.V.). Later, in answer 
to the Pharisees’ request for his opinion 
about Jesus, he boldly declared, “He is 
a prophet” (v. 17). Still later, swhen 
taking his persecutors to task for their 
blindness, he held that Jesus must be 
from God (v. 33). Finally we see him 
excommunicated by men but in ‘com- 
munion with the Saviour, worshiping 
Jesus as the Son of God (vs, 35-38). 


with blessed re- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is. one of the chief character- 
istics of Christ’s self-revelation in 
John’s Gospel? 

2. To what claim of Christ did the 
presence of the blind man constitute a 
challenge? 

3. On what ground did the Pharisees 
charge the Lord Jesus Christ with” be- 
ing a sinner? 

4. What circumstance brought this 
miracle so much to the notice of the 
public? 

5. What progress is seen in the healed 
man’s conception of Jesus? 

6. Why did this man’s parents thrust 
all the responsibility for an explanation 
of the miracle on their son? 

7. How did the healed man of our les- 
son meet the taunts of the Pharisees? 

8. Is there a difference in the usages 
of the word “Lord” in verses 36 and 38? 

9. What advantage had the man born 
blind over all his adversaries? 
(Answers on page 113) 
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Here surely is a story of the birth of 
a soul. It is a big step from “the man 
that is called Jesus” to “the Son of God.” 

Through the Fires. It was not without 
tribulation that this man entered into 
the Kingdom of God. First he had to 
face the curious crowd—and a curious 
crowd can be unspeakably cruel. Next 
he underwent inquisition on the part of 
the prejudiced Pharisees. The very fact 
that he had been so benefited by Jesus 
made him their enemy, whom they must 
browbeat somehow into a repudiation of 
Jesus. Next he was deserted by his 
cowardly parents, who would not risk 
the censure of the Pharisees. Then a 
second round of inquisition followed, 
which degenerated into taunting and re- 
viling. Finally there was the heartless, 
unreasonable act of excommunication, 
which cut him off from the privileges 
of the synagogue. But had you asked 
that worshiper at the feet of Jesus 
whether he thought his sight and his 
Saviour worth al] that affliction and re- 
jection, what do you think he would 
have answered? Do we regard the Son 
of God worth suffering for? 

Contrasts. This man healed of his 
blindness stands in striking contrast 
against other characters in the context. 

1. While the learned Pharisees were 
blinded to all evidence by their preju- 
dices, this ignorant beggar manifested 
a freedom and clearness of reason which 
put his supposed superiors to shame. So 
he came to faith and a true knowledge 
of the Son of God. 

2. While his parents quailed before the 
Pharisees and their threat of excom- 
munication, so that they were willing to 
throw their son to the lions to save 
themselves, the son stood his ground 
before the Pharisees, and accepted ex- 
communication rather than be false. 


Practical Applications 

Prejudice paralyzes the reason, and 
warps the soul. J 

Taunting and persecution are the argu- 
ments of those who do not trust their 
own Case, 

An unanswerable testimony 
mightiest argument (v. 25). 

A synagogue that has no room for 
Christ is a “synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 
2:9)—an excellent place from which to 
be excommunicated! 

From a blind beggar to an enlightened . 
worshiper—that is the miracle of grace. 


is our 


Golden Text 

John 9:25.—“. .. one thing I know .. .” 
Put alongside this Paul’s “one thing I 
do” (Phil. 3:13), and you have the com- 
plete picture—foundation and _ super- 
structure. In each case the“one thing” 
centers upon the Lord Jesus, 


ELmMuuvrst, ILL, 
+4 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 

eo 




















Lesson for February 21 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“Open My Eyes, That I may See” 
“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose power brought light 
out of darkness at the creation, we thank 
Thee Thou dost also bring light to sin- 
darkened lives when the heart opens to 
the Saviour. Help us both to receive 
and to shed forth the light of His pres- 
ence. Bless Thy Word to us and to all 
who ponder it today. May it cause some 
to repent and be converted. May it give 
larger understanding, greater faith, and 
deeper devotion to Thy people. Give 
upright, wise, and strong leaders for 
church and for state. Let righteousness 
and godliness flourish more and more in 
this and other lands. Give us times of 
refreshing from Thy presence. Give help 
and relief to those who suffer pain, pov- 
erty, hunger, or grief. Forgive our sins, 
keep us from every snare and delusion 


of Satan, ever guiding our feet in the 


paths of peace, for our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 
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After the Lesson—During the Second 
World War, a news weekly published a 
picture of an American boy with the 
marines in Guadalcanal being baptized 
by his chaplain. Over the picture were 
the words, “A Real Experience With 
the Lord.” Beneath it was the story. The 
picture had come in a letter to the min- 
ister of the young marine’s home church, 
from his chaplain. It asked that the 





Has God Translated You 
FROM DARKNESS 
TO THE KINGDOM OF HIS SON? 


boy’s name go on the membership roll 
of the church because he had just been 
soundly converted and baptized while on 
service. “Arthur,” wrote the chaplain, 
“has had a real experience with the 
Lord.” 

So had the man born blind of whom 
we read today. He could say, “One 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see.” He had had a real experi- 
ence with the Lord, an experieng of 
His power to turn blindness to sight and 
so give light for darkness. To some of 
his Christian friends Paul once wrote 
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that God “hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” 
That is true of all who, like that marine, 
have had a real experience with the 
Lord. He has delivered them, from the 
kingdom of darkness and /translated 
them into the Kingdom of His dear Son. 
Have you let the Lord Jesus do that 
for you? Or are you still in the Devil’s 
kingdom of darkness, living as one of 
his subjects? If you are, make the break 
today. Turn now to the Lord. If you 
seek Him with all your heart, you will 
find Him, and He will deliver you from 
the kingdom of darkness and translate 
you into His Kingdom. Then you, too, 
will Be able to say, “One thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” 


Caccary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“We know that this man is a sinner” 
(John 9:24).—In the face of a miracle, 
and such a miracle as had not been 
wrought ‘‘since the world began” (v. 32), 
the religious leaders dared to blasphe- 
mously exclaim, “We know that this man 
is a sinner.” They did not say, We think 
he is a sinner, but, We know he is! Here 
is gross spiritual darkness in the pres- 
ence of one who has just had hi§ physi- 
cally blind eyes opened! 

I received a real shock through cor- 
respondence the other day. A woman 
wrote to express her appreciation of a 
certain article, then said, that I was 
mistaken about the human nature of 
Jesus Christ. She said He did not have 
a sinless human nature, but a sinful one: 
and He had to overcome the evils of 
that nature just like anyone else. And 
she had the authority of a Seventh-Day 
Adventist leader, Mrs.: Ellen G. White, 
for what she said. In the 1915 trade 
edition of “Bible Readings for the Home 
Circle,” page 115, it is stated: “On his 
human side, Christ inherited just what 
every child of Adam inherits, a sinful 
nature.” 

It was no time for mincing words, so 
I had to inform her that she was utter- 
ing blasphemy. If Jesus Christ pos- 
sessed a sinful nature, He was not the 
“Holy One of God,” and therefore could 
not die for ‘bur sins; but He was “God 

_ manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim, 3:16), 
hence could offer an infinite sacrifice 
for our sins. 

“I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see” (John 9:25).—The Pharisees 
had told him what they knew; now it 
was his turn to tell them what he knew. 
What they said they knew was not true, 
for Jesus Christ was not a sinner. What 
the blind man said he knew was abso- 
lutely true. He had been blind, they 
could not successfully deny that; now 
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he could see, they could not contradict 
that! 

This was evidently the first meeting 
he had had with the Lord, hence there 
were many things he did not imow about 
Him; but he was positive the Lord had 
opened his eyes. 

The scribes and Pharisees were ac- 
quainted with the letter of the Word. 
They knew the Old Testament prophe- 
cies regarding the coming of their Mes- 
siah. ‘They were aware that He was to 
be born of a virgin; hence their deroga- 
tory remarks about Him were inexcus- 
able. Physical blindness is bad enough, 
but spiritual blindness is much worse. 

I know a man in Augusta, David 
Brinkman by name, who spends consid- 
erable money, time, and effort putting 
up “religious signs” on the highways in 
Georgia. Needless to say, they are not 
appreciated by many motorists; but one, 
at least, owes his awakening to those 
signs. 

Colonel John M. Fain, who had led a 
worldly life in and out of the service, 
was traveling by car from Atlanta to be 
hospitalized in an army hospital in Au- 
gusta. These signs seemed literally to 
jump at him, as he drove along: He was 
irritated at being warned: “It is time 
to seek the Lord,” and “After this the 
judgment.” 

The signs challenged him each time 
he drove to the hospital for treatments. 
He said they were “getting on his 
nerves.” But one Saturday night he was 
made to realize that he was lost. He 
found himself restlessly tossing in bed, 
fully conscious of his need of a Saviour 
—the One he had heard about at his 
mother’s knees, when a child. 

In agony of spirit he cried out: “O 
God, if you will forgive me and bring 
peace to my heart, I'll do anything you 
ask me to do.” After praying this sim- 
ple prayer, Colonel Fain telephoned his 
brother, C. Leake Fain, and urged him 
to meet him at their mother’s residence 
as soon as possible. 

At 10 o’clock, Sunday, “Jack” and 
“Leake,” both big, strapping men, were 
once again at their mother’s knee; and 
Jack trusted the Saviour. Sudden light 
dispelled the darkness in his soul. His 
life was transformed. 

And now this Colonel, who was on 
General MacArthur’s Fifth Air Force 
staff during World War II, ig witnessing 
with great effectiveness wherever he 
goes. Chaplains and other military of- 
ficers have given him unusual oppor- 
tunities for witnessing to the armed 
forces. The latest news is that he is 
about to devote his time to Christian 
work. He delights to tell his hearers, 
“One thing I know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see.” 


“Then they reviled him .. .” (John 


9:28).—They couldn’t refute his testi- 
mony, and they wouldn’t receive it; so 
they reviled him. It was a very serious 
matter, it was going to mean his ex- 
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communication (v. 34); but he could have 
smiled and said: “Say what you like, 
do what you like, but I have my sight!” 
It is better to be outside than inside 
a synagogue, whose leaders speak ill of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Sooner or later every witnessing Chris- 


’ tian learns what it is to suffer shame 


for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake. And 
when that time comes, we should re- 
joice that we are “counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name” (Acts 5:41). 

“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
(John 9:35.)—The Lord speedily finds 
those who are cast out for His sake, to 
give them a special consciousness of His 
presence; and a revelation of the great- 
ness of His person. 

As soon as the erstwhile blind man 
heard the Lord say, “It is he that talk- 
eth with thee,” he declared his faith in 
the Son of God, by saying, “Lord, I be- 
lieve.” On this second meeting with 
Him, he learned who He was, and wor- 
shiped Him, 

He would agree with Augustine and 
say. Christ is not valued at all unless 
He be valued above all.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it must be amazing to see 

one who was born blind suddenly 
have his eyes opened. How many times 
during the years this man must have 
wondered what various objects looked 
like! He could learn the shape of some 
by passing his hands over them, but 
what must he have thought of a bird 
singing in a tree, or of clouds floating 
in the sky, or a sunset—this man whom 
Jesus discovered as He “passed by.” 
Jesus performed the miracle that gave 
him his eyesight, and all the world about 
him suddenly became a revelation. He 
had a new “world with which to get 
acquainted. But he also had new trou- 
bles which he had never experienced 
before. 

The unbelieving Jews, the Pharisees, 
like a pack of hungry wolves pounced 
upon him. He was an unconscious vic- 
tim of their hatred of Jesus. They 
wanted evidence of Jesus’ violating their 
law concerning the Sabbath Day, and 
they made life miserable for the -poor 
fellow. It was the first time he had 
looked into the hard faces of the ene- 
mies of Jesus, and he didn’t know what 
it was all about. But he was loyal, and 
steadfastly and persistently bore his tes- 
timony to the miraculous power of his 
Benefactor, in spite of their angry pro- 
testations. Because of this he was rudely 
kicked out. Later, when Jesus found 
him in the Temple, he looked for the 
first time into the face of his Lord, was 
reassured and comforted by Him, and 
fell at His feet and worshiped Him. 
“For God, who commanded the light to 
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shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ”. (2 Cor. 4:6). 

This incident is a fair dramatization 
.of a sinner coming into saving contact 
with Jesus, being brought out of dark- 
ness into light, finding One who is both 
a Saviour and a friend; and learning 
that notwithstanding the scorn and per- 
secution of skeptics, there is a way to 
become established as a true believer. 

When a sinner comes under the heal- 
ing touch of Jesus there is an inrush of 
joy in his soul. But Satan, who is loath 
to relinquish his victims, immediately 
tries to throw dust into those eyes just 
opened to the Truth. Satan would make 
a new convert doubt the reality of his 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for February 21 


salvation. Fortunately for him, however, 
the same Jesus who touched his soul into 
the new life is standing by to steady him 
and give him the needed strength to 
carry on. 

Fellows, if you are professing Chris- 
tians you may expect to meet the test 
‘of skeptical criticism. Your experience 
is a spiritual one, and Satan, using skep- 
tics, will try to draw you into the logic 
and reasoning of time and sense. Their 
arguments are very subtle—especially if 
you have not become fully established. 
But never lose sight of the fact that the 
Holy Spirit is present, ready to keep 
you true and steadfast if you are look- 
ing to Him with those newly opened 
eyes. And it will help you to keep the 
connection if you will read your Bible 
regularly, daily, for that is one exercise 
in which He definitely meets and coun- 
sels you. There is where you get nour- 
ishment for your soul] and vitality in 
your spiritual muscles. The Word is in a 
very real sense Jesus Himself. “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with 
God, All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men” (John 1:1-4). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EFORE we start the ninth chapter 

of John, suppose you girls put on 
our chart the five miracles we have 
already found in this book (Water to 
Wine, Healing the Nobleman’s son, Heal- 
ing the Man at the Pool, Feeding the 
Five Thousand, Walking on the Sea). 
Every .one of these miracles was a sign 
or proof that Jesus was Himself God, 
and had the power of God. 

Who can remember the Golden Text 
we learned last Sunday? (“I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.’’—John 8:12.) Very good. 
In today’s chapter the Lord Jesus proves 
Himself to be the Light of the World, 
and also Israel’s promised Messiah, Turn 
to Isaiah 42. The first seven verses of 
this chapter are all about that coming 
One. Read verse 6. Notice that the 
Messiah, although he was to be a Jew 
was also to be a light to the Gentiles. 
Praise God, our Saviour is indeed that! 
We have found Jesus referred to as light 
many times in John. Now read verse 7. 
He, the Messiah, was to open blind eyes. 
The Lord Jesus did that when He was 
here on earth, and He does it still for 
all those willing to have their eyes 
opened. In today’s chapter we are going 
to read of His healing a man born blind. 
Such a one would be harder to heal than 
one blinded by accident or illness, for 
one born blind has something organically 
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wrong. But nothing is too hard for 
God’s power. 

Turn back to John 9. The Lord Jesus 
had just told the Pharisees that He was 
the Light of the World, and He had ap- 
plied the very name of God, “I AM,” to 
Himself. Read the last verse of John 8 
to get the setting for John 9. The Jews 
wanted to stone Jesus for claiming to be 
God. But He was God, as they could 
have known from His works as well as 
from His words, if they had not been 
willfully blind. Jesus proved once more 
that He was God, by calmly passing 
through the midst of His enemies. And 
as He passed by, He saw a man who 
had been born blind, begging by the 
roadside. This was not an uncommon 
sight in the land of Palestine. 

Any ordinary person would have hur- 
ried past, saying, “I surely had a narrow 
escape that time!” But not our Saviour! 
He stopped and answered the questions 
of His disciples as to why the man had 
been born blind. He told them once 
more that He was the Light of the World, 
then proved it by healing this man. 
What a wonderful experience for the 
blind man, to have the thick darkness 
that surrounded him suddenly changed 
to daylight! Think of the thrill he must 
have had looking for the first time on 
the , beauties of creation: grass, flowers, 
trees, hills, distant mountains, not to 
mention the faces of those he loved. 

To have his blind eyes opened was the 
most wonderful thing that had ever hap- 
pened to him, but he was to have a still 
greater experience that very day. He 
had been living in spiritual darkness as 
well as in physical darkness, for he did 
not know the Saviour. We are going 
to watch the light break in upon his soul. 
After he received his sight, the neigh- 
bors knew that something had happened 
to him. They asked him about it. Read 
his explanation in verse 11. Here we see 
that he at least knew the name of his 
Benefactor. He knew it was Jesus, but 
he referred to Him only as “a man.” 

Next the Pharisees interviewed the 
man. They were angry that Jesus had 
healed him on the Sabbath Day. Read 
verse 17. He told them that Jesus was 
a prophet. He realized that the One 
who healed him was greater than those 
Pharisees, so he classed Him with Moses, 
Elijah, and Daniel. His spiritual dark- 
ness was receding, but the full light had 
not yet shined in his heart. The Phari- 
sees next called his parents to get their 
opinion of the healing of their son, but 
they refused to give it. Théy said that 
they didn’t know who had healed him 
or how it was done. This was a lie, for 
the Bible states that they only said that 
for fear of the Jews. No doubt the blind 
man told his parents about his healing 
before anyone else. But they were too 
cowardly to say a word for Jesus, or 
even to stand up for their own son! 
Read verses 23, 24. This time the Phari- 


Sees were lying, and a fearful lie it was. 
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They said that they knew that this man, 
meaning Jesus, was a sinner. They did 
not know any such thing, for it was ab- 
solutely false. Jesus was the only per- 
son who ever walked this earth who was 
not a sinner. 

Read verse 25. See the courage of this 
man. What a contrast he was to his 
parents! The Pharisees had just told 
them that they knew Jesus was a sin- 
ner. He plainly did not accept their 
verdict, for he answered, I don’t know 
that, but I do know that “whereas I was 
blind, now I see.” 

Read verses 26-28. At once the Phari- 
sees accused the man of being a dis- 
ciple of Jesus! What a blessed accusa- 
tion! He was not yet, but he was on the 
way to be. Read verse 29. The Phari- 
sees have just said that they knew that 
Jesus was a sinner, now they admit that 
they don’t know where He came from! 
Jesus had told them many times that He 
came from God, but they did not be- 
lieve it because they were spiritually 
blind, and wished to remain so. 

Read verses 30-33. The blind-man was 
a good thinker. He realized that the fact 
that Jesus had healed him proved that 
He was of God. The Pharisees could 
not refute his argument, so they cast 
him out in a rage. 

Read verse 35. When Jesus heard that 
the man had been cast out, He found 
him and asked, “Dost thou believe on 
the Son of God?” Read the man’s an- 
swer in verse 36. He really wanted to 
know, so Jesus told him immediately. 
His instant response was, “Lord, I be- 
lieve!” Now he knew Jesus to be the 
Son of God, and as such worshiped Him. 
Spiritual light had shone into his: soul. 
The darkness: was gone forever. What 
a wonderful experience! When we meet 
him in Heaven, he will tell us that the 
light he received when he believed on 
Jesus as the Son of God, was more won- 
derful than. the physical light he had 
received earlier that day. Physical light 
changed the beggar into a self-support- 
ing citizen, but spiritual light changed 
him, a stranger to God, into a member 
of God’s great family. Has such a 
change taken place in you? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Jealat Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Blind Man Sees (John 9:1-11) 


RITE the Memory Verse on three 

large strips of paper: (1) “Jesus 
went about all ghe cities and villages,” 
(2) “teaching . . . and preaching .. .” 
(3) “and healing” (Matt. 9:35). Have 
the strips in the correct order, but 
turned back to the class. Have a pupil 
turn the first one over. Pupils who can 
name places the Lord visited may write 
them on the back of the strip (Jerusa- 
lem, Sychar, Cana, Capernaum). When 
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the second strip is turned over, discuss 
what the Lord taught, and note on the 
back of the strip (Nicodemus at Jeru- 
salem, the new birth, John 3:16; the 
woman and others at Sychar, living 
water, that He was Christ, 4:24; crowds 
at Capernaum, 6:35; crowds at Jerusa- 
lem, 8:12; 10:10). After the third strip 
has been turned over, list the healings 
(boy in Capernaum/healed by the Lord 
in Cana; blind man in Jerusalem). Place 
the strips together and drill on the verse 
a few times to help memorization. 

Using the flannel board to illustrate 
today’s story of the blind man is diffi- 
cult unless one has corresponding figures 
for the blind man: sitting as a beggar, 
standing, kneeling in worship. So 
blindfold a boy, have him sit on the floor, 
holding a bow] or tin cup. 

Do you know, boys and girls, you have 
eyes in your mind as well as in your 
head? The eyes in your head see Law- 
rence with a blindfold over his eyes. 
Now imagine—use the eyes in your mind 
—that Lawrence, sitting here on the 
floor, is not wearing these nice clothes, 
but is dressed in ragged robes such as 
people in Bible times wore. His real 
eyes are no good. They are there in 
his head, but they don’t see things—he 
was born blind. He can’t see to work 
and earn a living, so he sits here by the 
roadside begging, and kind people drop 
in nickels and quarters for him. The 
Lord Jesus and His disciples come walk- 
ing by. 

Continue the story, dramatizing some 
of the action of the Lord. Explain that 
saliva and clay «were used in that coun- 
try on sore eyes, so that it did not seem 
as queer to them as to us. When Law- 
rence is sent to wash his face, have him 
previously instructed to remove his 
blindfold before returning, to represent 
the ability to see. Can they imagine 
how he felt to see the sky, the people, 
his mother’s face? How excited every- 
one was over such a wonderful, impos- 
sible cure! Tell how the man was taken 
before the Pharisees, and put out of the 
synagogue for sticking to his faith in 
Jesus. Tell how he found out who Jesus 
was. 

I think there are three kinds of eyes: 
real eyes that can see the boy Lawrence, 
eyes of imagination that can see that 
blind man long ago, and eyes of the 
heart that can see the Lord Jesus as 
your own Saviour, teacher, and healer. 
You may have good eyes to see who 
Lawrence is, but do you have good eyes 
to see who the Lord Jesus is? Do you 
see Him any clearer since we have been 
hearing and reading ¢ghe wonderful 
stories John wrote about Him? Maybe 
your heart eyes are like the blind man’s 
real eyes. He said, “One thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see” 
(John 9:25, Golden Text. Use the out- 


line of a bowl or’a heart with eyes 
drawn on it for the memory work 
award.) 
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Keep your real eyes busy this week 
reading all of chapter 9. Learn our 
Memory Verses so your mind’s eyes can 
read them. And help open someone’s 
heart eyes to see the Lord Jesus by tell- 
ing him this story—perhaps some very 
poor, unfortunate person who needs the 
Lord very much, like the blind man. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 8th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Starlight and Sunlight—One thing I 
knew, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see (John 9:25, Golden Text). A man 
in Burma found a copy of the Psalms 
which had been carelessly discarded by 
a traveler stopping at his house. He 
started to read it, became more and more 
interested, and before he had finished 
resolved to cast his idols away. For 
twenty years he worshiped the eternal 
God as revealed in the Psalms. The 
Fifty-first Psalm he came to appropriate 
to himself as his daily prayer. Then he 
received from a missionary the first copy 
of the New Testament he had ever seen. 
This brought yet greater joy to his heart. 
He said, “For twenty year$ I walked by 
starlight; now I see the sun!”—From the 
Kingdom Overseas. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


The Treatment and the Cure.—How 
opened he thine eyes? (John 9:26.) A 
great professor said at the opening of a 
new operating amphitheater: “Every 
patient entering here should bring in 
the faith and hope that the God of grace 
and compassion can and will heal him. 
And if the operator should have the joy 
of receiving thanks of a recovered pa- 
tient, he can use the words of the famous 
Huguenot physician addressed to a king, 
‘I have treated thee. God has cured 
thee.’”—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


A Disappointing Return.—Then they 
reviled him, and said, Thou art his dis- 
ciple; but we are Moses’ disciples (John 
9:28). I recently talked with a judge 
of the United States Circuit Court, who 
had just gone back to his alma mater 
on a visit, the first since his graduation. 
He was received as an honored guest, 
a famous “old grad,” and. was made to 
feel at home. He spoke a few words 
in the assembly, words of faith and trust. 
After the assembly, he dropped into a 
science class, just in time to hear the 
professor make some facetious remarks 
about “the old fossil who had talked 
in chapel.” ' The professor’s remarks 
were so well received by the class that 
he felt encouraged to go on, and he 
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sneered at the virgin birth of Jesus, 
called him a martyr who died for a fool- 
ish ideal, scoffed at His resurrection, and 
rudely jested about His return. The old 
judge rose in indignation to defend the 
Lord Jesus, and the class jeered him to 
silence! He said he was so amazed that 
he went on a tour of investigation, and 
found that “the faith, manners, and 
morals of the student body were gone.” 
—From Dr. Harry Rimmer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Are You Telling About Him?—The 
man answered and said unto them (John 
9:30). A little fellow in a certain hos- 
pital had a piece of bone removed from 
his arm. He got well, but before he left 
the place he sent for the doctor. “You 
wish to see me, Willie?” said the doctor. 
The little fellow reached up his hand 
and laid it on the doctor’s shoulder, and 
said, “My mama will never hear the 
last about you.” If we fully realized 
what Christ has done for us we should 
say to Him, “My friends will never hear 
the last about You.”—From the Chris- 
tian Age. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


His Daughter Was Helped.—If this man 
were not of God, he could do nothing 
(John 9:33). In a village near where 
I was born in Northern Ireland, a hum- 
ble Christian man started a children’s 
work in his home. A few of the other 
church leaders became envious of him 
because of the way he was being blest 
of God. They tried to interfere with 
the work, but it steadily prospered and 
grew. One day at the railway station, 
when a clergyman was belittling the work 
to one of his Sunday school teachers, a 
porter standing near by said: “Excuse 
me, sir, I must speak. That man you 
are trying to belittle is doing a real work 
for God. Sure now if it’s God’s work, 
why aren’t you all with him? My thir- 
teen-year-old girl goes to his meetings, 
and it’s great help she’s getting. If he 
wasn’t God’s man, he couldn’t do such 
work.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 
Can, 


Our “Fumble” Cry.—Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on him? (John 9: 
36). “Just one more now. What shall 
it be?” she asked, turning on the piano 
stool to look at them. They Were sit- 
ting on the chairs, the floor, and the 
dining table benches. They were not a 
choir; they were young children sing- 
ing. “Let’s sing, ‘Saviour, Saviour, hear 
my humble cry,’” one suggested, and 
they all turned to find it in their books. 
Soon the plaintive cry of a hungry heart 
was sung by the children before going 
on to bed. The, next morning, three- 
year-old Bobbie was singing as she 
played with her kitten. “Yes, Jesus loves 
me,” she sang, and then added, “My cup 
is full and running over.” Her sweet, 
little-girl voice was pleasant to hear, 
and Mommie listened, thankful for the 
certainty that Jesus loves her. Soon she 
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began another song, and with a pleading 
voice, she sang, “Saviour, Saviour, hear 
my fumble cry.” Over and over she 
sang it, pleased with the newness of the 
melody. Mommie smiled to herself, 
“Fumble cry! She is surely mixed up 
this time.” And then she began to think. 
How many and many a time our cry 
unto the Lord is indeed a “fumble one”! 
The heart cannot always express itself 
clearly, but love hears even the fumbling 
attempt.—From “Our ‘Fumble’ Cry,” by 
Mrs. Willard Aldrich. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Whom Do You Believe?—Lord, I be- 
lieve (John 9:38). Bwo children were 
playing on the hillside, when they 
noticed that the hour was nearing sunset, 
and one said wonderingly:; “See how 
far the sun has gone! A little while ago 
it was right over that tree, and now it 
is low down in the sky.” “Only it isn’t 
the sun that moves, it’s the earth. You 
know Father told us,” answered the 
other. The first one shook his head. The 
sun did move, for he had seen it, and 
the earth did not move, for he had been 
standing on it all the time. “I know 
what I see,” he said triumphantly. “And 
I believe Father,” said his brother. So 
mankind divides still—some accepting 
only what their senses reveal to them, 
the others believing the Word of God. 
—From Christian Herald (London). Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OUISE was visiting her friend Beth. 

Picking up Beth’s stuffed toy ele- 
phant, she patted it fondly, stroked it 
softly, and suddenly exclaimed, “What's 
this?” 

“Why, Louise, don’t you know? That’s 
an elephant,” Beth replied. 

“But what's this, here?” she held the 
elephant high in the air—held him 
by his trunk. 

“That’s his trunk,” Beth patiently ex- 
plained. 

“How big is an elephant?” Louise 
wanted to know next. 

“Well, he’s almost as high as this 
roorn.” 

Louise laughed. “But how high is this 
room?” 

“It’s much higher than you are, Louise. 
And his floppy ears are bigger than a 
pillow case.” Beth found it difficult to 
describe just what an elephant did look 
like! “And his skin is all wrinkly— 
wrinkly like my great-grandmother’s 
skin.” 

Sometime later Beth visited Louise. 
Louise was pleased to have a guest, and, 
because it was nighttime, she greeted 
Beth with, “Turn on the light!” 

“But what have you been doing in 
the dark, Louise?” 
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“Oh, I’ve been cleaning my desk. I 
have to scrub it once in a while, you 
know.” So saying, Louise picked up 
her scrub bucket and put it out of sight 
of her friend. 

Beth was too polite to mention it, but 
she couldn’t quite imagine how anyone 
could do her scrubbing when the room 
had been so pitchy dark—darker than in 
the middle of the night with one’s head 
away down under the covers. But while 
she could not imagine it, she did un- 
derstand. For, you see, Louise fs blind. 

Blind! Never ever to know what an 
elephant looks like. Never to know how 
high or how big the room is. Never to 
need a light on—never, never, never! 
Never to see the twinkling stars. Never 
to see thé rolling ocean. Never to see 
a doll. Never to see a dog. Never to 
see a bicycle. Never to see Mother’s 
face. Always black, black darkness. 
That’s being blind! And that’s what 
Louise is! 

Once, long ago, when the Lord Jesus 
lived, He and His disciples saw a man 
who was blind. (The man, needless to 
say, did not see either the disciples or 
the Son of God. Remember, he was 
blind!) The disciples wanted to know 
why the man was blind. Thinking there 
could be only one of two reasons, they 
asked, “Teacher, for whose sin was this 
man born blind, his own or that ef his 
parents?” (John 9:2, Williams’ Transla- 
tion.) 

The Lord Jesus answered, “It was 
neither for his own sin nor for that of his 
parents, but to show what God could do 
in his case.” Ever since the day that 
the man had been born, he had groped 
around in utter blindness. And now we 
learn from the lips of the Son of God 
Himself that He had come from God to 
heal those blind eyes. He had come to 
do God’s works so that God would be 
glorified. It was not the loving Heavenly 
Father’s will that a man should be blind. 
No, indeed! 

“While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world,” the Lord Jesus ex- 
plained to His disciples. 

“On saying this He spit on the ground 
and made clay with the saliva, and put 
it on the man’s eyes, and said, ‘Go and 
wash them in the pool of Siloam’ (which 
means One who has been sent). So 
he went and washed them and went 
home,seeing” (vs. 6, 7, Williams’ Trans- 
lation). 

Imagine having been blind always and 
always. Then suddenly to have some- 
one make mud by spitting on the ground 
and having that mud placed on those 
poor, sightless eyes—how would you 
have felt? What would you have done? 
The blind beggar could not heal him- 
self. Healing power had to come from 
another—and no one could heal except 
the Son of God, who had come to do 
the Father’s wearks. 

The man obeyed the command of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He washed in the 
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pool. He saw! He glorified God by 
telling others what the Son of God had 
done for him. How wonderful! Worse, 
however—far, far worse than physical 
blindness—is spiritual blindness. But 
what the Lord Jesus did for the physi- 
cally blind beggar, He can do for the 
spiritually blind boy or girl or man or 
woman. And He can do it now! (Give 
invitation concisely, clearly, and ‘ear- 
nestly. 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Ud 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 108) 


1, His use of the phrase “I AM,” with 
complementary designations. See Ap- 
proach to the Lesson. 


2. “I am the light of the world” (John 
8:12; 9:5). 

3. That He broke the Sabbath (vs. 
14, 16). 


4. He was a beggar, well known by 
the populace. 


5. “A man... called Jesus” (v. 11); “a 
prophet” (v. 17); “from God” (vy. 33, 
AS.V.); Son of God (vs. 35-38). 


. 6. They were afraid of excommunica- 
tion (v. 22). 


7. He increased in boldness as a wit- 
ness, and rebuked the Pharisees for their 
blindness (v. 30). 


8. In verse 36 it may signify the re- 
spectful “sir,” but in verse 38 it is defi- 
nitely the designation of deity. 


9. The advantage of an indisputable 
experience (v. 25). . 


ELmMuurst, ILL. 
4 


Children at Home 


Resham Starts Something 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


HERE was great excitement in the 
girls’ school at Shakrgarh. Today 
was the beginning of vacation time in 
this mission school in Pakistan, and all 
the girls were excited’ and happy be- 
cause they were going home. - Not that 
they had not been happy at school. They 
loved their school, but what child is 
not happy when vacation time comes? 
“I can hardly wait to see my new baby 
brother!” said Resham. 

“Our buffalo has a new calf!” said Bar- 
kate. 

“Don’t forget,” urged Teacher Nora, 
“you have learned a great deal in this 
school. Try to help someone in your 
villages to understand a little of what 
you have learned. Perhaps you can 
teach some one to read, some older per- 
son who will never be able to go to 
school.” . 

“There are lots of people in my village 
who can’t read,” said Resham. 
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“In mine, too,” said one girl after an- 
other. 

Resham found plenty to do when she 
reached home. It was fun to help take 
care of her little brother. She tried to 
comfort him when he cried, and often 
brushed the flies away from his eyes, 
because she had learned at school that 
flies often made people sick, and made 
eyes sore. None of the houses in Res- 
ham’s village had screens on their doors 
or windows. Anyway, it was such hot 
weather*now that everyone slept and 
lived outside, and flies swarmed every- 
where. She enjoyed helping Mother with 
the cooking, tao, for she had learned 
a great deal about cooking at school. 
Sometimes she would sing as she worked, 
and would try to teach her mother the 
songs she had learned in school. 

“What a pity you can’t read!” she said 
one day. 

Resham’s mother sighed. “When I was 
your age,” she said, “none of the girls 
in my village went to school. Now I am 
too old to learn.” 

Resham was thoughtful. “You are not 
too old,” she finally answered. “Many 
oldef men and women are learning to 
read these days, and they don’t have 
to go away to school, either. They learn in 
their own villages.” 
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“Yes, I have heard,” replied Resham’s 
mother. “In the village of Nawapind, 
where your aunt lives, many grownups 
are learning to read. But we have no 
teacher here.” 

Resham thought much about it. She 
decided to talk with the pastor when he 
came again to visit their village. 

The pastor listened patiently. “Yes, I 
know,” he said, “and no one would be 
happier than I if the people of this vil- 
lage could be taught to read. Then they 
could read God’s Word for themselves, 
and would become better Christians, But 
where can I get a teacher? I cannot do 
the work myself; I have too many other 
villages to look affer. This is a hard 
village, little one. It is well named 
Bhulpur, the Place of Forgetting. Peo- 
ple of Bhulpur forget most of what I 
try to teach them.” 

“If they could read the Bible stories 
over and over for themselves, instead 
of just hearing them told once or twice, 
they would remember them better,” said 
Resham. 

“True,” agreed the pastor. 
can I get a teacher?” 

Now Resham was not a very big little 
girl, but when she got an idea in her 
head she could not let it go. Surely 
someone could be found to teach her 
mother and father, and the other mothers 
and fathers of this village, she kept 
thinking. 

Suddenly she recalled what Teacher 
Nora had said. Also, when the man 
had come to talk to her schoo] about 
teaching older people to read, he said 
the slogan was, “Each one teach one.” 
Well, Resham could read. She ran into 
the house and took from her box the 
almost forgotten primer which the man 
had given each girl. 

“Mama Ji,” she said, “I'll teach you to 
read.” 


“But where 


Her mother laughed. “You?” she 
asked. “When did you turn teacher?” 
“Just now,’ answered Resham. “The 


man who came to our school said every- 
one who could read should teach one 
other per to read. From this new 
kind of pMiMmer, he said, even old people 
who had never been to school could 
learn to read.” 

“Nonsense!” said Resham’s mother, “A 


child teaching an old one! That’s just 
foolishness.” 

“Let’s see if it is,” urged Resham. 
“Look at this primer. Here is a picture 
of a king.” 

“Where? Let me see.” 


Well, that was the beginning. It is 
not easy, during the hot, lazy summer 
days, for a mother who has her family 
to cook and care for, and a fretful baby 
to look after, and the buffalo to feed 
and milk, and clothes to wash, and water 
to carry in the heavy jars, to find time 
to learn this new, hard thing, reading, 
or to want to bother to learn at all. 
Sometimes, too, Resham would rather 
have played with the other girls of Bhul- 
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at it, and finally the little primer. was 
finished. 

At first Resham’s father thought this 
business of Resham’s teaching her 
mother to read was very funny. “The 


idea!” he said. “How could she, a grown . 


woman, learn, even with a rea] teacher? 
And with a young one like you for 
teacher—what a silly idea!” He went 
away, laughing, to tell some of the men 
of. Bhulpur what foolishness Resham had 
learned at school. ; 

However, when he saw that Resham’s 
mother really could read, it did not seem 
so funny. And when, one day, he heard 
Resham’s mother say, “Now I can read, 
I'm going to teach Barkat Bibi what I 
have learned; she wants to learn, top,” 
he began to think hard. 

“Brothers,” he said to the village men, 
“are we going to let these women get 
ahead of us? It will not look well if 
the. women of Bhulpur can read, and the 
men eannot.” 

“Certainly not,” agreed the others. 
“But what can we do? Shall we forbid 
our women to learn?” 

“T have a better plan,” suggested Res- 
ham’s father. “Let us go to the pastor, 
and ask him again to send us a teacher.” 

Some time™later the pastor visited 
Bhulpur, and said, “I have good news 
for you. A teacher is coming.” 

“Good! Who is he? When. will he 
come?” asked Resham’s father. 

“He is one of. the good teachers in 
the missionary’s school. When the mis- 
sionary learned you were so eager to 
learn to read he said he would spare 
this teacher for three months to live 
here, and teach the grown-up men and 
women, according to this new method 
which is being used in ‘so many places. 
Now then, here is your opportunity. If 
you really want to learn, you can.” 

That, then, is how the men and women 
of Bhulpur learned to read, and when, 
later in the year,“the pastor, came, the 
whole village swelled with pride when 
he said, “Now this is no longer the Vil- 
lage of Forgetting.» You have learned 


-the Bible stories well, because you can 


read them. Now this village has become 
the Place of Remembering. Let us thank 
God because of the teacher He has sent 
to you.” 

“But, Pastor Ji,” said Resham’s mother 
timidly, “let us not forget our first 
teacher was Resham.” 

“True,” said they all. “Resham started 
everything.” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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Maintaining the Garden Tomb 
By T. A. Lambie, M.D. 


HE Garden Tomb in Jerusalem is a 
place that many of us love, believ- 
ing it to be where Christ’s body was 
laid and from which He arose. Recently 
a spiritually minded friend of mine, Mr. 
S. J. Mattar, was appointed to be Warden. 





pur, However, she and her mother kept, 
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Some of you sent gifts three or four 
years ago for the upkeep of the Garden, 
which needed attention, and now we 
need an organ for the Easter Day serv- 
ices; at one of which I am to speak, and 
benches for the hundreds of people to 
sit on. Nothing eleborate is needed, 
and the benches can be made here. Per- 
haps someone would have a small used 
organ, or if we had the money we could 
order it. Any surplus would be used 
for the Garden itself, which again needs 
attention. 

We feel that this, which someone has 
called “the one Protestant shrine in 
Jerusalem,” should not be neglected. A 
group of earnest young people meet there 
every “Lord’s Day, too. Any gift sent 
to me will be immediately turned over 
to the Warden, and we will both sign 
a receipt and send it to you. Your own 
personal check will do. When one gives 
to this work it is like precious oint- 
ment on His dear feet. Address T. A. 
Lambie, Box 1, Bethlehem, Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 


A Plan To Promote 
Personal Work in Our Churches 


N TEN years the movement called 

“Christ for America” has sponsored 
nearly three hundred evangelistic cam- 
paigns. The leaders believe “that the 
greatest need before the churches today 
is the adequate training of believers in 
all our evangelical churches in the mat- 
ter of personal soul-winning,” and that 
the best way to reach the unsaved, who 
will not go to church or evangelistic 
meetings, “is through concerted house- 
to-house soul-winning work.” Seminars 
on personal soul-winning and visitation 
evangelism are being planned, and the 
first meetings will be held in, Philadel- 
phia, April 25-30, 1954, at the Baptist 
Temple. The aim is to instruct and in- 
spire pastors and laymen in the art of 
personal work and evangelism through 
visiting. The speakers at the seminar 
in Philadelphia will be Dr. Walter L. 
Wilson, the “beloved physician,” Bible 
teacher and writer, and president of the 
Kansas City Bible College; and Dr. Rob- 
bert M. Parr, founder and pastor of the 
Gilead Baptist Church in Detroit, whose 
membership has grown in eleven years 
from fourteen to nine thousand, and 
which has a Sunday school of over three 
thousand. Dr. Parr has written a book- 
let called “The Great Challenge, or 
Reaching Our Cities Through Visitation 
Evangelism,” which tells the story of 
his ministry in Detroit. J, Stratton 
Shufelt of Wheaton, Ill, will direct the 
music; and Mrs. Gilbert C. Davis, well- 
known Gospel radio singer of Philadel- 
phia, will be the registrar. There will 
be a nominal registration fee of $1, and 
mimeographed notes on the lectures will 
be provided to all who register. 

The seminar will be directed by 
Horace F. Dean, founder and president 
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of’ Christ for America, which began in 
Philadelphia shortly after the Hyman 
Appelman campaign in 1942. Further 
details of the plan for personal work 
seminars, and literature, may be obtained 
by writing to Mr, Horace F, Dean, direc- 
tor, Christ for America, 543 S. Dearborn 
St., Chicago 5. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Glimpses of a Sacred Land. By Carl 
F. H. Henry, Ph.D., Th.D. (W. A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $3.50.) This is the ac- 
count of the execution of a novel plan 
in Biblical study, by which a seminary 
arranged to fly a group of students thou- 
sands of miles to a mobile classroom in 
distant lands; teachers, pastors, divin- 
ity students, and Christian workers from 
a dozen denominations were in this 
group. It is fascinating to read what 
Dr. Carl Henry, a former newspaper re- 
porter and editor, now professor of 
Christian philosophy in Fuller Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has to tell of France— 
the land in the shadow of atheism; of 
Italy—land of Romanism and unrest; of 
Syria—land of the distant past; of Is- 
rael—where the desert blossoms as the 
rose. His account of the amazing fulfill- 
ment of prophecy now taking place in 
Palestine is most heartening in this era 
of unbelief. Since the party flew hack 
to America, he has some very sobering 
observations to make on this country 
also. This volume ends with Dr. Henry’s 
Sermon on Paul’s address on Mars’ Hill, 
delivered in Athens, partly on Mars’ 
Hill. This is a most helpful volume for 
our times. 


Joy and Victory. By Robert C. McQuil- 
kin, D.D. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 
cents.) “When'we look at God’s marvelous 
provision for victorious living, and then 
consider the actual experience of Chris- 
tians, we are astonished at the amazing 
‘gap between theSe two things. The fault 
is not in God’s provision. The fault is 
in the human responsibility.” Our gen- 
eration has seen an increasing interest 
in the teaching concerning the Holy 
Spirit. One of the most joyful leaders 
of this teaching was the late Dr. Robert 
C. McQuilkin. This little volume of 
some of his messages is divided: into 
three parts. The first part deals with 
the secret of joy and victory. The sec- 
ond part deals with the Psalm of Victory 
—the Twenty-Third. He calls it, “The 
best known chapter in the Bible—and 
the::Jeast: understood. The best loved 
chapter of the Bible—and the least be- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lieved.” In the last section he discusses 
the baptism of the Spirit and shows that 
this is an experience of all Christians. 
If you have a real longing for joy and 
victory, you should read this little 
volume. 


Blueprint for a Christian World. By 
Mary Alice Tenney, Ph.D. (Light and 
Life Press, Winona Lake, Ind., $3.) Dr. 
Tenney, who for twenty-five years has 
been chairman of the English Depart- 
ment of Greenville College, has here 
written what she subtitles “An Analysis 
of the-Wesleyan Way.” Combining care- 
ful research with a very evident heart- 
felt appreciation for the life and influ- 
ence of John Wesley, she ‘presents the 
story of his spiritual pilgrimage, and the 
record of the tremendous impact that 
the Methodist movement had on England. 

Here was a religious man who groped 
and searched long for a vital experience 
of Christ. Once he had come into. new 
life, he was given to see the implications 
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sespond to Bible teaching with special glory 
to God. Free correspondence lessons sent. 
Prayer helpets urgently needed. 

CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
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FREE! 


Beautiful devotions for children. 

A four-year-old will join in the 
discussion. 

An eight-year-old can lead the family 
worship. 

Write for your FREE sample copy of 

The Christian Parent. 


The Christian Education Co. 


Box S Highland, Illinois 
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But numbers 














sending out teams of 
workers * in i 












LOT OF GOSPELS 


alone aren’t 
enough. It’s the individual peo- 
ple,—each receiving a single 
Gospel and an evangelistic mes- 
sage,—multiplied a million times, 
that make a million meaningful. 

By using modern methods, 
Christian 
- equipped 
Write to: ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


9,008" 







It would take over eight 24-hour days just to count to one 
million. A million Pocket Testament League Gospels laid 
end to end would stretch 66 miles. Stacked one on top of 
ne another, a million Gospels would reach 3.9 miles into the 
pee air—or over 13 times as high as the Empire State Building. 


A million Koreans lined up side by side would stretch 

from New York to Buffalo, a distance of 378 miles, and 

it would take you 5 days and nights to walk that line 

giving one Gospel to each person. 

> Pocket haps 
enillionthy Gospel of John in 

Korea —one million Gospels to 


Gospel sound trucks and enlist« 
ing the support of evangelistic- 
minded Christians, The Pocket 
Testament League has distributed 
1 million Gospels in China, 1 mil- 
lion in Formosa, 10% million 
Gospels and Testaments in Japan, 
and now 1 millién in Korea. 

We believe that God has di- 
rected PTL in using these meth- 
ods to reach millions of indivitl- 
ual souls for Christ. 

We need your support to con- 
tinue this work. 







The Pocket Testament Leaque 














118 (18) 


oS 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








> new 118 












acre suburban campus . 
> enlarged liberal arts program 
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COKESBURY CLASS MAPS 








Set o 


the floor—making the ma 


and one each of the five 


storage. 





The convenient new tripod of this re- 
designed set has an extension rod which 
can be raised as high as 70 inches from 


ble from any place in a crowded class- 
room. Set consists of tripod, crossbar, 


CLASS MAPS. With tube case for 


p clearly visi- 


COKESBURY 


$12.50 per set 








Cokesbury Class Ma 


tom. With tube case for 


THE 
BIBLE WORLD 
MAP 
This large colored map 
pictures the entire Bible 
world—from Carthage on 
the west to the Persian 
Gulf on the east, and 
from the northern tip 


the north to. Egypt and 
the Red Sea on the south. 
SIZE 56x44 INCHES. 
On solid roller... .$6.50 
Mounted on_ patented 
spring roller (operates like 
a window shade)... .$8 


At Your Church 





of the Caspian Sea on. 


ps—Set “A” 


The five maps tin-edged top and bot- 


storage. 
‘$7 per set 


MAPS make teaching more. EFFECTIVE — 





Accurate, graphic, colorful! 


These big (22x28 inches) COKES- 
BURY CLASS MAPS bring the cities 
and countries of Bible lands right 
into your classroom for easier teaching 
and clearer understanding. Big, yet 
geographically detailed, they give a 
clear concept and thorough under- 
standing of Bible countries as a whole. 
Printed in five colors on high quali- 
ty map paper—a worth-while, lasting 
investment in better teaching. 


The Maps 
(1) NEW TESTAMENT PALESTINE 
(2) OLD TESTAMENT PALESTINE 
(3) EGYPT TO CANAAN 
(4) ROMAN EMPIRE AND JOUR- 
NEYS OF PAUL 
(5) EARLY BIBLE LANDS 


Cokesbury Class Maps—Singles 
Any of the five class maps, sold singly. 
Tin-edged top and bottom. $1.50 each 
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of such an experience for his own daily 
conduct, and for that of all who truly 
wanted to follow the Lord. He insisted 
that a vital relationship with Christ de- 
manded a new outlook on the use of 
time, money, and talents. He went 
everywhere preaching the reality of a 


‘new life in Christ, and the demands that 


such a life makes in practical experi- 
ence. The result was a mighty moving 
of the Spirit, both among those who had 
known much of religion and little of 
reality, and among those who had pre- 
viously been utterly irreligious. 

John Wesley’s emphasis on “Kingdom- 
building,” and his hope for a Christian 
world through the preaching of the Gos- 
pel will seem unrealistic and unscrip- 
tural to many Christians. But in spite 
of this, many a reader of this book will 
find his own heart “strangely warmed,” 
and his,own eyes opened to the far- 
reaching nature of the Gospel message, 
as it probes every area of life. 


How Love Will Help. By Russell A. 
Peterson. (Meador Pub, Co., Boston 15; 
$1.50.) The author believes that no one 
becomes spiritually mature without pos- 
sessing an understanding of why God 
loves and why we must love Him and 
His creation. In forty brief meditations 
he analyzes, from a Lutheran standpoint, 
the effect of God’s love on the individual. 

The volume is not easy to read, and 
the theme is often lost sight of. This is 
due to the author’s curious style of 
short, choppy sentences, many of them 
not easily related to each other. There 
is no overall correlation of the various 
chapters. Perhaps a concluding chapter, 
bringing the different strands of thought 
together, would serve to bring unity 
where none is apparent. 


Dogmatic Theology. By William G. T. 
Shedd, (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 3 vols., $4.95 each; the 
set, $14.85.) Here is a reprint edition of 
a standard work in the realm of syste- 
matic theology that has been used since 
late in the last century as one of the 
most important and learned treatises in 
its field. Volume I presents the discus- 
sion of the nature and definition of the- 
ological science; the authenticity, credi- 
bility, and canonicity of the Scriptures; 
and the doctrine of God: His existence, 
nature, attributes, and decrees. Volume 
II deals with anthropology—man's crea- 
tion, primitive estate, the human will, 
original sin; Christology—Christ’s divin- 
ity (deity), His humanity, His uniper- 
sonality, and His impeccability; soteri- 
ology—vicarious atonement, regeneration, 
conversion, justification, and sanctifica- 
tion; eschatology—Christ’s return, the 
Resurrection, judgment, Heaven, and 
hell. Volume III is a supplementary 
volume written for the purpose of elabo- 
rating some of the points made. in the 
first two volumes. Its contents are clas- 
sified and keyed to the original material 
by means of identical headings and the 
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use of volume-and-page numbers for 
cross reference. A wealth of additional 
information is thus presented to bolster 
the arguments pro and con in given’ sec- 
tions of the main work, 


Dr. Shedd’s standpoint and emphasis 
are Augustinian and Calvinistic. It is 
to be regretted, howevergthat his keen 
mind, literary fluency, and Scriptural 
fidelity did not include an acceptance of 
such truths as the’ premillennial return 
of Christ and the doctrine of the two 
resurrections. Ruling out a literal mil- 
lennium, the author teaches one all- 
inclusive resurrection and final judg- 
ment. Hence, this great work, in many 
aspects monumental, is unfortunately not 
free of detrimental interpretations. 


The Shepherd Lad.'!A Story of David 
of Bethlehem. By Jean Brown Wag- 
oner; illustrated by Paul Laune. (The 
Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis 7, Ind.; 
New York 16; $2.) David is one of the 
Bible’s most loved characters. “He was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful counte- 
nance, and goodly to look to,” God’s 
Word tells us. The author has woven 
around the Bible facts a story, from her 
own imagination, of this lad from the 
time he was six years old until he be- 
came king of Israel. It is a most inter- 
esting story, dealing largely with Da- 
vid’s experiences as a shepherd lad and 
the valuable training he received in the 
hills of Judah as he tended his father’s 
sheep. Of course the climax of the book 
is David’s victory over Goliath the giant. 
The story will thrill any boy or girl, but 
it should be made clear to them that 
many of the incidents are purely im- 
aginary and not to be found in the 
Scriptures. The book is printed in large, 
clear type, has 168 pages, and is beau- 
tifully bound. ; 


Rand McNally Book-Elf Series. (Rand 
McNally & Co., Chicago 80; 25 cents 
each.) Little Bobo and His Blue Jacket. 
(by Alf Evers). When little elephant 
Bobo’s blue jacket shrank in the wash 
he felt very sad, but he wanted someone 
to enjoy wearing it, so he gave it to 
Big Brother Hippo and his generosity 
was rewarded. Mr. Bear’s House (by 
Fenella Rothe). The fat brown bear 
thought he would rather live in a house 
like the carpenter was building than to 
live in a cave, so he set about building 
himself one. With the help of the 
beavers, the birds, and the carpenter, 
he was able to celebrate the great event 
with a fine party for all his friends. 
Squiffy the Skunk (by Grace Neff Brett) 
and Scalawag the Monkey (by Ruth 
Dixon). Two little stories, cleverly illus- 
trated with photographs of animals in ap- 
propriate costumes, will amuse the little 
tots who love to dress up their, pets in 
Dolly’s clothes. Funland Party (by 
Louise Lawrence Devine). Six-year-old 


Timothy and four of his little friends 
celebrated Timothy’s birthday at Fun- 
land, where they had a wonderful time 
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TWO GREAT 3-WEEK SESSIONS 


June 21 to July 9 * July 12:to July 30 


a MORE THAN 50 BIBLE-CENTERED , SUBJECTS 
including analysis courses in Leviticus, Psalms, Zechariah, John, Acts and 
Hebrews—and Bible Synthesis covering the Old Testament from Job to Malachi 
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HURRY! ... 


Because of the success of the 1953 
Summer Sessions and the large 
number of students planning to 
return this year, we suggest you 
apply early! Registration has been 
greatly simplified . . 
TODAY for free catalog and ap- 
plication papers. Address OFFICE 


OF ADMISSIONS, Dept. $317 
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HERE'S WHAT LAST YEAR'S STUDENTS 
SAID ABOUT SUMMER SCHOOL: 


Courses: 
“Bible subjects very inspiring” . 
“instruction most helpful” 


Faculty: 
“always so friendly and ready to help” 
“sincerely interested in students” 
Christian Werk Assignments 
(Optional for Summer School Students) 
“challenging” . . . “very fine experience” 
“a very special blessing to me”’ 











Devotional Program: 
“inspiring” .. . “exceptionally good” 
“a great personal blessing” 


Christian Fellowship: 
“friendliness was outstanding” 
“one of the best things” 
Food: 
“excellent meals!” 
“well planned and varied menus!” 
“good food served in homey atmosphere!” 
Facilities: 
“little kitchens in dorms are idéal!” 
“Bookstore handy, Sweet Shop convenient!” 


EV I 


Dr. William Culbertson 
president 


ITUTE 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder 
dean 
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CHURCH GROUPS 


Earn extra money for your projects—take 
orders for pore’ rst quality, 100% 
Dupont Nylon Full Fashioned Hose. Buy 
direct from factory. Send for free infor- 
mation. CAROLINA MAID HOSIERY CO., 
P. 0. Box 1567, Greensboro, N. C. 

















PERHAPS YOUR SON 


IN THE SERVICE... 






has been one of the 
90,000 

served annually 

at Victory Center 
in Chicago 

Here in Chicago, at the crossroads of the na- 
tion, the Christian Business Men’s Committee 
provides a pleasant stopping-off place for boys ' 
in the service, offering many facilites for their 
comfort and enjoyment. 

Perhaps your own son, a neighbor lad, or a 
relative has enjoyed a snack or a warm meal in 
our FREE canteen . . . relaxed in our game 
center or library . . . or partaken ina worship 


service. All are reached with the gospel . . . 
many find Christ daily. 






Victory Center in Chicago is reaching boys 
from every State in the union, Canada and 
foreign countries—365 days a year! 


It’s a Big, Expensive Job 
We Need Your, Help! 


The Center is strictly non-sectarian and main- 
tained solely by Christians. We covet your 
prayers and invite you to help us maintain this 
“Christian home away from home for our youth in 
the services.” Send us a gift today. And for free 
literature, write Room $42. 


CHRISTIAN BUSINESS 
MEN’S COMMITTEE 


Washington at Dearborn Chicago 2, Illinois 
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riding on the ferris wheel, the ponies, 
the miniature train, the merry-go-round, 
and eating lunch at the refreshment 
stand. Outdoor Fun (by Thelma and 
Ralph Shaw). More than a score of 
games and outdoor fun for spring, sum- 
mer, autumn, and winter are described 
and pictured for little tots of primary 
age. Find the Way Home (by Jessica 
Potter Broderick). Davey would surely 
have been lost if he had not remembered 
the things he saw as he traveled “too 
far’ away from home. Little Lost Angel 
(by Janet Field Heath). A sweet little 
fairy story tells of a baby angel who slip- 
ped out of Heaven with the angel messen- 
gers who came to earth at Christmas time, 
and then went away and left her to shed 
joy and happiness on all with whom she 
came in contact, 


Bible Student’s English-Greek Con- 
cordance and Greek-English Dictionary. 
By James Gall. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.95.) This book 
will be a valuable help in the study of 
the Bible, whether the ‘student has 
learned Greek or not, for while the 
Greek words are used they are printed 
in English letters. For example, under 


; “Love” (verb) are given agapao and 


phileo, so that one can note the two 
used in John 21:15-17 with different 
shades of meaning. Under “Perceive” 
are listed eleven different Greek words 
that are translated in the King James 
Version by the one English word. 

Other useful information explaining 
Greek usages in the New Testament is 
contained in the Greek-English Diction- 
ary and in the appendix. 

The book is recommended to anyone, 
but especially to the Bible teacher who 
wishes to have a more accurate under- 
standing of the Scriptures. A distinct 
service has been rendered Bible stu- 
dents by the publishers in making avail- 
able again this aid; which was first pub- 
lished in Edinburgh in 1863. 


Your God Is Too Small. By J. B. Phil- 
lips. (The Macmillan Co., New York 11; 
$2.) The brilliant translator of the New 
Testament Epistles, “Letters to Young 
Churches,” and also “The Gospels Trans- 
lated into Modern English,” has made a 
very thorough study of the many “unreal 
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>” EACH WEEK the MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts 


the Gospel to thousands of Jewish people who 
could be reached in no other way. Hundreds 
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gods” that modern man has allowed to 
become a poor substitute for that faith 
which is centered in “the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Under the 
heading of “Destructive,” Part I lists and 
effectively describes some of these small 
gods that many people worship, such as, 
“Parental ee, “Grand Old Man,” 
“Second-Han@ God,” “Pale Galilean.” 
Mr. Phillips’ approach to these concep- 
tions is such as would very definitely 
help many college students. He quotes 
brief passages of Scripture from time to 
time and uses them effectively to pre- 
sent the Bible point of view and to steer 
one’s thinking into orthodox Christian 
channels. 

Part II is “Constructive” and “an ade- 
quate God” is presented in fifteen chap- 
ters and a summary. Mr. Phillips ad- 
vances the argument that God must be 
a personal embodiment of perfect beauty 
and goodness and truth, and these qual- 
ities were historically and supremely re- 
vealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The last few pages bring one out of 
philosophical terminology into the 
clearer sunlight of divine revelation, but 
one could wish that the Bible was more 
definitely recognized as God’s own writ- 
ten Word of Truth. 

The modern gods are. indeed, “too 
small” and a great God and Saviour is 
here presented, but the American Fun- 
damentalist, who is also premillennial 
and has all the glorious expectation of 
such Biblical faith, has a personal God 
who is even greater and more glerious 
than the High-Church God of philos- 
opher Phillips. For some reason, faith 
as a requisite for a knowledge of God is 
not mentioned until one reaches page 
134, almost the end of the book. How- 
ever, the book should serve the purpose 
of making students thirsty for more 
truth, 


The Creation: Facts, Theories, - and 
Faith. By Theodore L. Handrich. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.95.) “Let there be 
doubts about human theories, and also 
about those theories which are intended 
to harmonize with the Bible; but let 
the Word of God itself remain as a solid 
rock in the midst of the shifting the- 
ories.” In this confidence, the author, 
a Lutheran school principal, endeavors 
to give the Christian student counsel 
and encouragement in the battle with 
unbelief. After a survey of the present 
state of the philosophy of science, he 
takes up the various problems that con- 
front the Christian as he studies science. 
He deals with such matters as the chron- 
ology of the Bible, geology, radioactiv- 
ity, and evolution. A bibliography at 
the end of the volume is not only a 
guide for further study, but also indi- 
cates the author’s acquaintance with the 
literature of his subject. He does not 
believe that we can answer all of the 
questions that the mind of man can 
raise. However, “we have a full, true 
solution to the really essential problem 
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of our salvation. By comparison, all 
other problems are of lesser importance.” 
The author is to be commended for his 
scientific probity and his zeal for the 
truth of the Gospel. 


Jan, the Dutch Barge Dog. By G. W. 
Barrington. (Longmans, Green & Co., 
Inc., New York 3; $2.50.) A sick puppy 
was Jan when the skipper of Twee 
Broeders bought him. But life on the 
barge and the love of young Piet must 


have agreed with him, for he grew rap- ~ 


idly into a big keeshound with a handsome 
ruff and plumy tail. A useful creature 
he was, too, for Holland’s fog often hid 
the buoys and boats till they loomed 
dangerously near, and Jan, sensing their 
presence, would bark a warning in good 
time. 

Then one night a heavy Channel sea 
washed the dog overboard, and only 
after hours of swimming did he find a 
half-submerged wreck to cling to. Sailors 
rescued him, and Jan found a new life 
at an English country house until police 
intervened and he was arrested for quar- 
antine. The dog was actually impris- 
oned until. some. understanding boys 
helped him make a get-away. After 
miles of tramping he reached his Eng- 
lish friends, who this time smug- 
gled him aboard a Holland-bound yacht. 
Part way across the Channel what should 
pass but the Twee Broeders itself! Then 
follows a touching scene, in both word 
and sketch, when fhe great dog is at 
last reunited with his beloved master, 
young Piet. 

The tale is a fascinating one, but since 
there are parents who do not give to 
their children book friends that smoke, 
it is a pity the good skipper should pose 
with his pipe for the frontispiece. 


Miracles: Yesterday and Today. Real 
and Counterfeit. By Benjamin B. War- 
field. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Originally 
published in 1918, these lectures are a 
Scriptural and historical study of the 
evidence for the supernatural in the days 
following the apostolic age. The author 
contends that the miraculous was “the 
characterizing peculiarity of specifically 
the apostolic church, and it belonged 
therefore to the apostolic age.” To sup- 
port the thesis, the principal passages 
in the New Testament are studied, the 
testimonies of the Church Fathers and 
the writers of the Middle Ages, as well 
as the writings of those who claim, with 
differing degrees of loyalty to the Bible, 
the continuance of these phenomena to- 
day. Roman Catholic miracles, Chris- 
tian Science claims, and cultist healings 
are among the data considered. Pages 
233 to 327 contain the notes giving the 
evidence on which Warfield’s discussion 
is based. He has a clear and forceful 
style, and an ability to discuss objec- 
tively a very controversial issue. His 


fairness and prudence should commend 
itself to those who may disagree with 


him. 
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WANTED: Circular pews with radius about 20 

* feet for front pews and corresponding 
pews to seat about 250. New or good used pews de- 
sirable. Contact West End Gospel Tabernacle, 1700 
Memorial Avenue, Williamsport, Pa. Phone 2-1684. 
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If you are going to devote your life to Christ as a minister, 
missionary, Christian education director, or in related fields 


The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 


Offers you thorough training for B.D., Th.M. and M.R.E. Degrees 
Write: Office of the Dean 
Box I, City Line and Lancaster Avenue - 


Philadelphia 31, Pa. 














United Press Photo 


“We saw teeming thousands of homeless who had no place to go. 
Here a sea of human traffic consisting of refugees, soldiers,workmen 


and children flows on a once busy street. 


Note some of the ruins 


are still smoking on both sides of the crowded thoroughfare.” 


I saw the heart of Pusan BURN 


An eyewitness account of the tragic fire that gutted Pusan 
by O.M.S. Missionary, Paul W. Haines, Jr. 


“I saw the heart of Pusan burn to the ground 
last night! Never in all my life do I expect to 
see another sight such as this. Those who had 
so little left after the war now have nothing! 
“The fire, driven by a thirty-mile-an-hour wind, 
cut a path a mile long and 800 yards wide 
through the center of this city. e railroad 
station, post office, warehouses, office buildings, 
military installations, shops, banks, clinics— 
huts and shacks representing homes for thou- 
sands of refugees were all completely destroyed. 
“We saw teeming thousands of homeless crying 
and screaming children and babies running 
around in hopeless confusion. War was 
never like this! 

“Tears are streaming down my face as I describe 
this. It seems Hell could never be worse than 
the sight I have seen. How. helpless I felt as 
I passed the thousands who had no place to go!” 





Christian friends, the plight of the 
Koreans is beyond description—but what 
about their souls? That is what Oriental 
Missionary Society is really concerned 
about. And how can we reach them with 
the Gospel without first comforting them 
in their hour of grief? Your gift NOW 
may save a life—may lead a soul to 
Christ. Pray, pray, pray for Korea! 

In one month nine tons of clothing and six 
tons of p were received in 
Korea. Shipments are going each week 
to our missionaries for distribution to 
those in desperate need. 











Send your contribution to 


THE ORIENTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


900 NORTH HOBART BLVD. 


LOS ANGELES 29, CALIFORNIA 


Founded 1901 by Chas. E. Cowman 
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¢ « EARLY DELIVERY - - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 

















[ new product for the church, Sunday 
scheol, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
eughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
























TO THE JEW 


ALoPae 


The Jews in Israel—behind the Iron Cur- 

tain—in our own land—need the Christ 
Who was born a Jew. 

Through our missionaries — radio — 1 
literature — and through the etalttey ta 
terial relief — we are reaching Jews in these 
far-flung areas with the message of salvation 
as your ambassadors. 

Remember this ministry in ayers. Send 
for your free copy - pd gdm ng THE 
EVERLASTING NATION. Write .S 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
JEWISH MISSIONS. INC 
dacob Gartenhaus, D. D., Litt. D., President; 

P. O. Box 1256 Atlanta |, Ga. 















ZUNIS for ZUNIS 


Zuni Indians could profitably use 
native Christian workers. 

This ‘ school specializes in the 
training of natives for many fields. 
All or any part of the $100 annual 
tuition would help a great deal. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 
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4 TEACHING PLANS! 
Evangelistic—True to the Bible. Makes 
Bind errationel Uniform Lessons 
! Don’t miss its many helps. 
820 pages. Almost 300,000 words, visual 
, eye-ease paper, washable cloth, $2. 
Order topax — for all your TEACHERS 


FREE 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 21 


2. Join Hands With Your Neighbors 
(Rom. 13:10-14) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

WO threads run through this week’s 

topic and last week’s, which are un- 
der the overall theme, “Practicing 
Brotherliness.” One has to do with 
Christian brotherhood and the other with 
neighborliness. In many respects these 
threads are parallel, and yet there is a 
sharp distinction and they must not be 
confused. - 

ve 

The Epistles were written to Christian 
believers—those who are born again 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and through acceptance of His provision 
for salvation and daily Christian living. 
When they speak of oneness, and all 
being members of one body, and of be- 
ing of the same mind one to another, 
and of brotherly love, they are talking 
about ‘relationships between believers. 
Such relationships must not be stretched 
to include those who are indifferent to 
Christ, or who openly reject Him as 
their Saviour and Lord and as the di- 
vine Son of the living God. God’s Word 
does not ask us to join hands with un- 
believers in any sort of world brother- 
hood on the ground that sincere fol- 
fowers of all religions and beliefs are 
traveling on their way toward God and 
will be received by Him.- Those that 
climb up some other way than that of 
acceptance of and faith in God’s Son are 
thieves and robbers (John 10:1), and will 
not be received by God. 

Nor is it intolerance or unkindness to 
distinguish between believers and unbe- 
lievers, or to refuse to compromise or 
water down the great principles and 
fundamentals of our Christian faith in 
order to avoid giving offense to unbe- 
lievers and those who deny the deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Word 
plainly teaches us that there can be no 
Christian fellowship between light and 
darkness, between a believer and an un- 
believer, and between the Temple of 
God and idols (2 Cor. 6:14-16). 

bd 

On the other hand, God’s Word is also 
very clear concerning a Christian’s re- 
lationship with his neighbors, and the 
Lord’s Parable of the Good Samaritan 
in Luke 10 should help us to see that 
our neighbors are not only those who 
live next door, who may work beside 
us in the shop, or sit beside us at school, 
but are any who are in need. 

ve 

Notice that our conduct toward neigh- 
bors has both a positive and a negative 
aspect. We are to do our neighbors no 
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wrong (Rom. 13:10), but we are also to 
love them (v. 9). It is a case not only 
of “Thou shalt not hurt,” but also “Thou 
shalt help.” “Help” is not to be limited 
to a smile and passing the time of day, 
but is to include definite deeds of love 
and thoughtfulness and consideration. 
The limit is the kind of treatment we 
expect for ourselves (v. 9). 

One of the great-reasons why Chris- 
tians are to have such an attitude and 
show such conduct toward neighbors is 
that, during the absence of the Lord 
Jesus, believers are “the light of the 
world” and “the salt of the earth” (Matt. 
5:13, 14). We are to show forth the 
Lord Jesus to those who do not know 
Him, and we are to make them thirsty 
for the same Saviour and Lord who has 
transformed our lives. We are to pay 
our debts, obey the civil and moral laws, 
pay our taxes, and give proper respect 
and obedience to authority, as long as 
this does not involve the violation of 
Christian principles (Rom. 13:1-9). We 
are to be honest, to avoid revelling and 
drunkenness, immorality, strife and envy, 
and thus give unbelievers no opportunity 
to condemn us unjustly because of an 
inconsistent Christian walk. 

4 - 

How are we to do all this? How can 
we love others as we love ourselves? 
The thirteenth chapter of Romans, from 
which our topic verses are chosen, gives 
us the prescriptiom as well as the pre- 
cept. It is by putting on the “armour 
of light,” the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
(vs. 12, 14). By yielding all that we 
have and are to His control, we are to 
give Him the right of way in our hearts 
and the opportunity to make us living 
examples and witnesses to His power 
and glory. Thus we may become the 
only gospel that some unbelievers will 
read. Thus the greatest act of neighbor- 
liness that we can ever show, the win- 
ning of others to the Lord and Master 
that we love and serve, may become a 
reality. In this way, and only in this 
way, can they ever become our true 
Christian brothers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Why Was Paul Silent? 
(Continued from second page) 


the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law.” In his commen- 
tary on Galatians, Martin Luther wrote 
on this verse: “Arid it seemeth that 
Paul here, as it were in reproach, call- 
eth the Virgin Mary but only a woman; 
which thing was not well taken, even 
of some of the angient doctors, who 
would that he should rather have called 
her a virgin, than a woman. But Paul 
entreateth in this epistle of the most 
high and principal matter of all; to wit, 
of the gospel, of faith, of Christian right- 


‘eousness: also, what the person of Christ 
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is, what is his office, what he hath taken 
upon him and done for our cause, and 
what benefits he hath brought to us 
wretched sinners. Wherefore the excel- 
lency of so high and so wonderful a 
matter was the cause that he had no 
regard to her virginity. It was enough 
for him to set forth and preach the in- 
estimable mercy of God, which would 
that his Son should be born of that sex. 
Therefore he makéth no mention of the 
dignity of the sex, but of the sex only. 
And in that he nameth the sex, he sig- 
nifieth that Christ was made true and 
very man of womankind. As if he said, 
he was not born .of man and woman, 
but only of womankind. Therefore, 
when he nameth but only the woman- 
kind, saying, ‘made of a woman,’ it is 
as if he should have said, made of a 
virgin. John ‘the evangelist, when he 
thus setteth forth the word, that ‘it was 
in the beginning, and was made flesh,’ 
(John 1:1) speaketh not one word of his 
mother.” 

Dr. J. Gresham Machen in his book, 
“The Virgin Birth of Christ” (400 pp.; 
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Harper & Bros., New York 16; 1930) in 
his extensive discussion of Paul and the 
virgin birth, wréte 

“What is clear, at any rate, is that, 
although the virgin birth is not directly 
mentioned in the Epistles, it is pro- 
foundly congruous with Paul’s teaching 
about Christ. Paul clearly regarded 
Jesus Christ as no mere product of what 
had gone before Him, but as an entirely 
new beginning in humanity, the second 
Adam, the Founder of a new race. Could 
such a Person have been derived by 
ordinary generation from the men who 
had existed before Him upon the earth; 
could He, in the ordinary sense, have had 
a human father? One should of course 
be cautious about saying what might or 
might not have been. And yet to think 
of the Christ of the Pauline Epistles as 
the son of Joseph and Mary involves 
an incongruity from which the mind 
naturally shrinks. The virgin birth is 
not explicitly mentioned in the Epistles, 
but it does seem to be implied in the 
profoundest way in the entire view 
which Paul holds of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

we 


When God Shook America 
(Continued from page 106) 


found a missionary society, and you are 
going to be my treasurer.” At once he 
began in quite “unorthodox fashion to 
forward various amounts of money des- 
ignated for different missionary soci- 
eties. One day he sent a check for $12.50 
with the notation, “Where most needed.” 
Immediately his treasurer began to seek 
the right spot for it. 

Some time later a city missionary 
appeared at one of the services, to whom 
Dr. Dowkontt felt impressed to make the 
gift." He inquired, “Mrs.: Starling, do 
you have any special need in your 
work?” 

“You know we never tell people about 
our needs, Dr. Dowkontt,” she replied. 
“We only make them known to God.” 
Feeling it was in the divine order, Dr. 
Dowkontt gave it to her anyway. Imme- 
diately she broke out in prayer: “Dear 
Father, I thank Thee for this gift. Thou 
knowest how David and I prayed this 
very morning that Thou shouldst help 
us secure some fuel so we could continue 
our meetings during this zero weather. 
I thank Thee, Father, for this answer.” 
To Dr. Dowkontt she said, “This morning 
my husband called the yard to ask the 
price of a ton of coal. They said it was 
$12.50!” 

The form of service at Fulton Street 
continues a simple one: songs, requests 
for prayer, period of intercession, a mes- 
sage from the Bible. Following the noon 
hour, a “Power House” service of inter- 
cession is held for those who can remain, 
to which requests pour in from all over 
the world. And a notable achievement 
throughout the years has been the prep- 
aration and sending forth of many 
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A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 


the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 


Paper bound, 50 cents, postpaid 
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WE PIONEERED 
THROUGH 


PRAYER 


137 YEARS AGO, when The 
American Sunday-School Union was 
founded, prayer was the power that 

sent the first Sunday school 

missionaries out to rural America. 


TODAY we are still pioneering 
through prayer. Praying people — 
friends and workers — enable us to 
take the gospel message to 
America’s rural frontiers. 


THIS MONTH we are praying for: 

* rural Sunday school work 

¢ the new Pioneers For Christ 
movement 

* more full-time workers home 
and abroad 

* our Vacation Bible Schools and 
Youth Conferences 

¢ our Home Visitation ministry 

* our 163 missionaries and their 
families 

* our district and national 
executives 

e our Christian publications 

¢ guidance in brin ing the work 
to the attention mJ Christians 

¢ a revival of faith in rural America 














Join us in 
pioneering FH 
through prayer. 








Send for your copy of 
our quarterly magazine 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 


Hear the thrilling story of rural 
America from a special represent- 
ative. Write for speaking dotes. 
Write to Dept. S 
Department of Missions 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut $t., Philadelphia 3, Pe. 
“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE BSA” 
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preachers, missionaries, and Bible teach- 
ers into various parts of the world. 

While pastor of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, 
London, A. C, Dixon, brother of the 
famous Thomas Dixon, who wrote “The 
Clansman” and “The Birth*ef a Nation,” 
said: “When we rely upon organization, 
we get what organization can do; when 
we rely upon education, we get what 
education can do; when we rely upon 
eloquence; we get what eloquence can 
do. Nor am I disposed to undervalue any 
of these things in their proper place. 
But,” he added impressively, “when we 
rely upon prayer, we get what God can 
do.” 

This undoubtedly is the testimony of 
the Fulton Street Noon Prayer Meeting, 
old in years but young in spirit, as it 
presses toward its hundredth anniver- 
sary. ‘ 

New York. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 15 to 21 


Mon.—Jeremiah 5:20-25. Clouded Vision. 


PraYer Succestions: “O foolish people 
... which have eyes, and see not.” Sin 
blinds the understanding. Examples of 
this appear in God’s Word (see Jer. 43, 
for instance). Sin clouds eyes from dis- 
cerning between right and wrong. All 
who sin willfully are quickly misled and 
seduced by others blinded by sin. Only 
those who obey God have clear vision 
of moral and spiritual values. Pray for 
the Southern Arizona Mission, Inc., Tuc- 
son, Ariz. 


Tues.—Luke 4:16-21. 
A Declaration of Life Purpose. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he_ hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.” These features of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry strikingly set forth His 
purposeful ministry to al] mankind. As 
men largely rejected Him then, so mul- 
titudes do today. Christ is light to them 
that sit in darkness, and we, too, must 
be lights in this dark world of sin. Man’s 
need for salvation surpasses compre- 
hension. Be duly concerned for Gospel 
extension. Pray for King’s College, 

King’s College, Del. 
Wed.—John 9:1-12. The Man Born Blind. 
Prayer Succestions: “And as Jesus 
passed by, he saw a man which was 
blind from his birth.” When the Lord 
opened the eyes of this blind man, great 
things followed the miracle. The first 
was noticeable in the experience of the 


healed man; he not only had a great 
blessing, but came to know truly the Son 
of God. The second was that deepening 
blindness of the unbelieving ones. The 
darkening power of sin is profound. The 
Lord displays His gracious light which 
can the blind restore: but willful men 
behold that light, and are blinded even 
more. Pray for Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, S. C. 


Thurs.—John 9:13-25, 
Experience Gives Certainty. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “One thing I 
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see.” The blind man knew what had 
happened, and it gave force to his testi- 
mony. What you actually live through, 
you know, and that experience, when 
corroborated by Holy Scripture, gives 
power to your word of witness. Second- 
hand experiences cannot produce those 
impreSsions you know by personal ex- 
perience. Is your salvation a “know-so” 
salvation? Pray for Greenville College, 
Greenville, Ill. 


Fri—John 9:26-34. Unwilling To See. 
PRAWER SUGGESTIONS: “Dost thou teach 
us?” Unwillingness to consider truth 
dominates the soul of a willful trans- 
gressor. It gives rise to notions that are 
binding upon the mind like chains on 
the limbs of a felon. None are so blind 
as those who refuse truth. Multitudes 
enslaved by various religious cults are 
bound by error because they refused evi- 
dences of Christianity. They will have 
nothing divine. The door of their heart, 
however, is still politely knocked at by 
the hand that was wounded for them 
on the tree. Pray for the John Brown 
University, Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Sat.—John 9:35-41. 
Opened or Closed Eyes? 
Prayer Succestions: “For judgment I 
am come into this world, that they which 
see not might see; and that they which 
see might be made blind.” Our Lord 
deals with all in either grace or judg- 
ment. While grace gives sight to the 
“blind,” judgment blinds the minds of 
rejecters of His holy light (see example 
in Rom. 11:1-12). Tests for God-opened 
eyes are: John 9:39, 40; Hebrews 11:13; 
1 Peter 1:8; Hebrews 2:9 with 9:28. Have 
your eyes been opened? Pray for India. 


Sun.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 
A Free Approach to God. 
Prayer Succestions: “Through him 
we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” Jesus is the only 
way into the presence of God. 
Through the veil, that is to say, His 
flesh, God provides the way into the 
holiest of all. He is our Mediator. 
We have access to God by His blood. 
When you pray, remember Christ 
your Mediator ever liveth to make 
intercession for you. Remember Him 
as the lover of your soul. Pray for 
missionaries in India. 
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